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	1. Heat

**First Mate First Love **

**Chapter 1: Heat**

**Hey everyone. Writing fanfics isn't new to me, but this is the first one I've ever done in third person. I hope you enjoy. Please tell review or leave a private message. I promise the chapter will be longer after this one. **

* * *

><p>Neji sat by the fire with Kiba and Akamaru. His body ached from the mission. Neji rubbed his stiffening muscles. The coolness of the didn't ease the ache.<p>

"You okay?" asked Kiba.

"I'm fine", he answered.

He could have sworn he saw Kiba looking over him, when he thought he wasn't looking. What is he up to? He'd been acting odd the whole mission. Best to ignore it thought Neji. Kiba's problems are his own and it wasn't Neji's place to interfere.

"Akamaru and I will take the first watch", said Kiba.

Neji made no argument. His body was grateful for rest.

"Wake me when it's my turn to take watch", he said before his eyes closed.

Kiba smiled as he heard Neji breathing fall calm to sleep. He looks so peaceful when he's sleeping. The Hyuga prodigy is truly a beauty. It would be impossible to think otherwise. Kiba has had feelings for Neji since the day he first met him. The strength and coolness he possessed is something to be admired. Yet beauty still managed to be kind. It has been eight years, since they first met and Kiba wasn't brave enough to admit his feelings. His confidence alway disappeared, when he tried to talking to him in a non formal way he became tongue tied and made a fool of himself.

He promised himself he would admit his feelings to Neji if he they both survived the war and by some miracle they did. The love of his life nearly died in battle. If Neji died then he would have crazy with grief. He carefully approached the sleeping Hyuga. Neji was shivering. He took off his jacket and placed it over Neji. Kiba returned to his place by the fire. Akamaru settled next. He flinched when his dog nipped him.

"What was that for?" asked Kiba.

Akamaru barked at the sleeping Hyuga. He shifted in his sleep.

"Zip it Akamaru you might wake him", said Kiba.

The large dog pushed his master toward Neji with his muzzle. His master petted his head.

"It's not that simple boy. Neji would never want someone like me. Someone like him can have anyone he wants. Why would he want me? Besides I don't even know if he likes men", said Kiba.

He collapsed by the campfire as a horrible cramping took over his abdomen. Akamaru whimpered and licked his master face. The poor dog didn't know what to do. Kiba's body shutter as he started shifting. His nails became claws and teeth sharpened. What's happening?! Kiba did not call upon this change. His body was doing it on his own. A wonderful scent hit nose. He almost started drooling.

A wet tongue licked at Neji's face. Akamaru. The dog would most likely leave him be if he ignored it. His eyes opened, when he felt a weight pushing down his chest. Kiba's clawed hand was pressing him down. His chakra was depleted from the mission and he was incapable of fighting back.

"Kiba, what are you doing?!" yelled Neji as he struggled against Kiba.

He smirked, when he saw his submissive putting up a fight, even though he had no chakra to fight with. That fighting spirit was very attractive. He held Neji's wrists in one of his large clawed hands. Kiba leaned closer to his captured prey. He started nuzzling the Hyuga's neck. The wonderful smell was driving his senses wild. He growled against Neji's neck.

"Submit"

"Never", said Neji.

He would not give up. It went against his nindo. Kiba let out a deep-throated growl. A musky smell hit Neji's nose. Something about the scent made him relax. He moved his neck to side giving Kiba better access and spread his leg. Neji had no idea what was going on with is body. He hated being this out of control.

Kiba gave satisfied grunt. He'd won. Now he needs a reward for such good behavior. He ran his tongue over that pale neck. His teeth nipped at the sensitive pale skin. Soon his licks turned to kiss. When he move away Neji whined. He smirked, and continued kissing the Hyuga's neck.

Neji returned his trance, but it was broken, when he felt something hard against his upper thigh.

"Kiba get off me!" yelled Neji.

His words fell on deaf ears. There was a loud rip as Kiba's claws made quick work of his clothes. Even in the wild state Kiba's claws didn't cut his partner's skin. He didn't ruin that pale skin. Kiba got off him only to take off his clothes.

Neji's eyes went wide when he saw Kiba's large erection. Precum dripped from its tip. No this won't happen! He managed to sit up, but couldn't do much more. Kiba flipped him on his stomach.

"Submit", growled Kiba.

"No!"

Kiba snarled at him. He was forced onto all fours. Neji had no strength to fight this forced position. He screamed as Kiba forced his way inside of him. It felt like he was being ripped in half. His body was shaking. Kiba gave him one small mercy he gave him time to adjust.

Even with that small mercy Neji whimpered in pain. He's suffered many agonies in his life this, but this was new. Blood trickled down his inner thighs. He tried moving forward to escape, but Kiba's arms wrapped tightly around his waist holding him in place. Neji kept up a weak struggle. He wasn't going out without a fight. Kiba gave a deep snarl. His body went rigid.

He relaxed in his tight grip around the male's waist. His soon to be mate was extremely tight. He smirked he was the first to claim this beauty. Kiba heard his partner's whimpers and started kissing the space in between Neji's shoulder blades. His kisses and hand traveled every place he could reach.

Neji's body gave into the tender notions and started relaxing. The horrible pain dulled. Kiba started slowly thrusting into him. Tears blurred the Hyuga's vision. He was sent to his elbows by a powerful thrust. Kiba moaned as he was able to get deeper access to the beautiful creature underneath him.

Neji mewled when Kiba hit a sensitive bundle of nerves inside of him. His body acted on his own and made him lift his rear higher to give Kiba better accesses. As a reward Kiba released the tight grip on his hip knowing his partner had no urge to escape.

Neji gasped, when felt rough hand go to his cock and pumped it until it became stiff. He found himself bowing down to Kiba better access. His forehead rubbed against the dirt. He moaned when Kiba thrusts grew even deeper and stronger. The grunts Kiba was making were only making Neji more turned on.

"Kiba", he moaned.

Hearing his name being called by the man beneath him only made Kiba lose whatever control he still had left. He held back nothing let Neji feel how much passion he was in.

Neji was in too much bliss to care about the scraps on his knees and hands. His body was on the verge life altering orgasm. Neji's muscles clenched around Kiba in pure ecstasy. He never felt anything like that in his life. Neji collapsed. His limbs no longer held the strength to keep him up. When he regained some of sense he felt Kiba erratically thrusting into. He spread his legs to make himself more open for Kiba. With a few more violent thrusts Kiba came. As he climaxed he dug his teeth into his newly claimed mate's neck.

Neji gave weak whine. He was shocked to feel Kiba stiffening and expanding inside of him. He tried to dislodge Kiba's teeth, but was greeted with a stern snarl. He ignored the warning and tried again. Neji gave a high-pitched yelp as Kiba sunk his teeth further into his neck. He went limp and whimpered. Kiba lessened his hold.

He couldn't give up it went against him. He tried moving, but his body was knotted to Kiba. Fighting against the knot it only brought the both of them discomfort. Neji groaned as the beast on top of him came again. He felt dirty. After what felt like an eternity the knot finally came undone. Kiba pulled out of the Hyuga. Neji was too tired to move. He just lay in the dirt. His eyes closed.

Kiba's senses were hazy. He noticed the bare beauty near and pull him under the shelter of tree. Cum leaked down his mate's thighs. He smirked. Mine no one will touch him now. Kiba wrapped the pale beauty in a blanket. He wanted no other to see his beauty like this. He pulled Neji close and started licking the mark he made. Only thought going through Kiba's mind was mine. When Akamaru approached Kiba growled and pulled Neji closer.

Meanwhile at Hokage's office everything seemed calm. Tsunade was about to enjoy a glass of sake, when Tsume Inuzuka came crashing through the doors with her dog Kuromaru.

"What is this about?" growled Tsunade.

"Where's Kiba?!" she snarled.

Sensing Tsume's frustration Tsunade calmed herself.

"What bring the head of Inuzuka Clan to my office at this hour?" asked Tsunade.

"Kiba", said Tsume.

"What about him?" she asked.

"You know about my family's traits. Kiba will go through his first heat. He must be called back here before does something foolish", said Tsume.

Tsunade heard of the wonders and horrors of Inuzuka Clan's heat, but she needed to separate the fact from fiction.

"What is the worse case scenario?" asked Tsunade as she rubbed her temples.

"He'll mate and claim the one he cares for most. If that one isn't near he will become rabid and his powers will grow immensely attacking whatever he considers a threat. Whose Kiba's partner for the mission?" asked Tsume.

"Neji Hyuga", answered Tsunade.

Tsume twitched.

"Is Neji in danger?" asked Tsunade.

"Kiba wouldn't dare attack Neji, but he will mate and mark him. Claiming Neji as his own", said Tsume.

Tsume knew of her son's crush on the Hyuga prodigy for years. She'd tried confronting him, but Kiba always dodge the subject.

"Neji isn't the type to allow someone to take advantage of him like that. He's a powerful jonin from a powerful clan in the Hidden Leaf", said Tsunade.

"So is Kiba. He has the added strength from his heat. He will force Neji into submitting to him. You must understand he has no control over this. He would never harm anyone of this village especially Neji. I beg of you Lady Hokage don't punish my son for he can't control", said Tsume.

"I have to send an anbu troop right away", said Tsunade.

"You can't!" yelled Tsume.

"I know he's your son Tsume, but I can't allow him to harm one his comrades intentional or not", said Tsunade.

"He will kill them. Kiba will be extremely protective over Neji and will attack those he sees as a threat to his mate and unborn offspring", said Tsume.

She knew off this, but Tsunade never thought she would witness the process. She shook her. Focus on the situation at hand.

"Yes, if the submissive mate is male his body will adjust so he can bare children for his dominant", said Tsume.

"Than what do you suggest we do? We have to send a retrieval group", said Tsunade.

"If we do I must be able to pick members of the group", said Tsume.

"Okay, gather the members of your troop. This will be a nightmare", said Tsunade.

"Please take mercy on my son", said Tsume.

"I will make sure your son is treated fairly", said Tsunade.

"Do you have anymore questions for me?" Tsume.

"Yes, I've heard that bonds between mate is extremely powerful is that true?" asked Tsunade.

"Yes, their chakra is bound together stopping them from truly being able to harm each other. If one were to die the other would soon follow. If they are force apart each will suffer horribly", said Tsume.

"How is it possible for their chakra bound to each other?" asked Tsunade.

"The bite mark given during mating bonds their chakra and gives them a sense of each others emotions", said Tsume.

Tsume left with her dog following closely behind her. Tsunade had no idea how she would negotiate between the hot-tempered Inuzuka Clan and the proud Hyuga Clan. The Hyugas will take Kiba's actions as an insult not as something he couldn't control. The Leaf can't afford to have a clash between two power clans.


	2. Awoken

**First Heat First Love **

**Chapter 2: Awoken**

**Hope you enjoyed the last chapter. Thanks for reading. **

* * *

><p>Sunlight pierced through the leaves of the tree. It hit the Hyuga's face waking him. His eyes slowly opened. It stung at them. Neji pulled the heavy blanket over his face and cuddled closer to the warmth that surrounded him. So warm he thought as he nestled closer to it. His eyes opened, when a warm breath tickled his ear. He was trapped in a tight embrace. Every part of his body was aching. As he tried freeing himself from the blankets he felt stickiness between his legs. That brought back memories of the night. Kiba had broken his trust and humiliated him.<p>

"Let go of me!" growled Neji as he elbowed Kiba in the ribs.

Kiba grunted and only pulled him closer.

"Let go!" he growled again, but his words were ineffective.

Kiba smelled something wonderful and buried his nose into it. Whatever it was as soft as silk. Kiba had no idea what could possibly be so soft and smell so good.

"Get off me",

Kiba frowned he knew who that voice belonged to. He instantly let go of Neji. What has he done? Neji is the last person he would ever want to hurt. The one he loved backed away from him in fear. Kiba's heart ached. He'd just ruined any chance of a relationship with Neji. What happened to him last night? Why would he attack Neji? A horrible dread over took Kiba. He eventually gained enough bravery to look at Neji.

He instantly regretted it. Neji looked at him with hatred and distrust. He bowed his head in shame. Then it finally clicked why he acted so rashly. It was heat. Out of all the times for it to hit him why now? Now Neji is his unwilling mate. If the circumstances were different Kiba would be overjoyed, but he never wanted to take Neji by force. He would rather die than have that happen.

"Neji", he whispered.

Neji flinched at hearing his name from someone he used to trust.

"Don't speak to me", snarled Neji.

Kiba whined, since they were mates he had an emotional bond. He felt Neji's distrust and pain seep into his body. He didn't know what to say to make this better. Words from him might only make things worse. Neji turned to side away from. He didn't understand why Neji just didn't run away from him. Then he figured it out Neji was too weak from the battle during the mission and their mating last night to run away.

Neji tensed when he heard Kiba approaching him. He cringed when he heard himself give pitiful whine. Never in his life had he made such a noise. As soon as Kiba's hand touched his shoulder memories of last night went through his head. Would Kiba attack him again?

"I won't hurt you", said Kiba.

"And why should ever trust you again?" asked Neji.

Neji's words hurt Kiba more than any blade. But he understood why Neji felt the way he did. He hated himself for harming the person he loves so dearly. He wanted to sooth the pain Neji was feeling. He gently stroked the soft pale cheek of his mate. Neji cringed in response. The powerful scent of fear hit Kiba. It was coming off of Neji. The guy has no reason to trust let alone accept him as a mate. As the alpha mate in pair his instincts screamed at him to comfort his omega. But was that the last thing Neji wanted. It would only cause more damage.

"Neji, please look at me", begged Kiba.

"Stay away from me", said Neji.

He tried getting up only to fall to the ground. Kiba rushed to his side. He tried helping Neji up, but he pushed him away.

"I told you stay away!" yelled Neji.

He refused to give Kiba the attention he wanted. Neji couldn't even stand on his own two feet. Eventually he would need Kiba's help if they were ever going to leave here. He sighed. For the sake of the mission he would have to accept Kiba's help. The dog truly seemed sorry and his sanity seemed to have returned. For some unexplainable reason Neji wanted him close. What is wrong with him?

"Kiba",

"Yes",

"I need a place where I can wash off this stink. Since I can't walk properly, I'll need you to carry me", said Neji.

That hurt. He did not want his scent washed from his mate. Kiba smiled. At least he's willing to let me carry him thought Kiba. That's a start isn't it?

"Wipe that smile off your face Kiba. If I had strength I would walk on my own", said Neji.

He gritted his teeth. If he had his full strength he would do much more than walk on his own. He'd make the dog ninja regret ever even thinking of touching him. Sadly he wasn't capable of such a thing in his current condition.

Kiba easy picked up Neji bridal style. The Hyuga started quivering against him. He felt the massive waves of fear and panic coming off his mate.

"Sleep",

Kiba's voice was warm and heavy. It made Neji want to sleep, but he was too defenseless. Staying awake might be the only way to protect himself. He having trouble keeping his eyes open. When he caught a glance at Kiba's expression he saw the worry.

"I'll have Akamaru carry you if you prefer", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head. Kiba couldn't help being saddened. He carefully placed his mate on Akamaru's back. The large dog easily supported the added weight. Neji felt safer riding the white dog. His eyes grew heavy. He couldn't fight off the urge to sleep. He rested his head in Akamaru's soft fur and drifted to sleep.

The dog whined. He saw the pain in his master's eyes. Akamaru knew he shouldn't be the one holding his master's bitch. He didn't understand what went wrong. It looked like a perfectly normal mating to him. He walked gracefully so he wouldn't wake the sleeping being on his back.

"He'll be fine", said Kiba as he ran his hand down Neji's back.

Neji sighed and nuzzled closer to Akamaru's pelt. Since their mission was in the Land of Hot Water it didn't take long for them to find a hot spring. Kiba gingerly placed Neji on the grass.

"Neji wake up we are here", he said as he nudged his mate awake.

Neji's eye snapped open and he punched Kiba sending him ten feet in the air. He rubbed his cheek. Okay, he deserved that and more. He got to his feet and slowly approached Neji. Kiba kept two feet away from his mate, so he'd have time to avoid an attack.

Neji had a problem his body was extremely weak. His movements were slow and pained. He fisted the blanket he was wrapped in. If he hadn't used so much chakra in the first place he wouldn't be like this. But if hadn't used such chakra during the battle he would be dead. He glanced at Kiba. His jaw locked in frustration. He needed the dog ninja's help.

"Let me help you", said Kiba.

He moved closer to his mate, when he thought it was safe.

"I don't want your help", said Neji as pulled the blanket tighter around himself.

"I know you don't want it, but you need it", said Kiba.

"Fine if I even think you're up to anything I won't hold back", said Neji.

The truth was the last time he attacked he wasn't holding back, but his punch had so little impact. It couldn't only be caused by a lack of chakra. What's wrong with him? He cringed, when he felt Kiba's touch on his shoulder. The slight security he found in being wrapped in the blanket was taken away, when Kiba pulled it away. He covered as much of his body as possible.

Kiba tried not staring at the dried seed and blood caked to Neji's inner thighs. The alpha part of him was happy that his mate was covered in his both inside and out. Kiba bit his cheek to stop himself from giving into that side of himself. He started taking off his clothes.

"What are you doing?" asked Neji.

"I'm not letting you bathe alone, when you're this weak", said Kiba.

"I'm not weak!" growled Neji.

"I didn't mean it like that. It was an s ranked mission and you took the brunt of the attack it's okay for you to be weakened. I can sense your pain there's no use in trying to hide it", said Kiba.

Neji didn't put up an argument. Kiba didn't like this. He kept his movement slow, so there would be less of a chance of him spooking his mate. His arm carefully wrapped around Neji to ensure he wouldn't cause further damage.

They slowly waded into the water. Neji groaned as he was forced to sit in Kiba's lap. This position was uncomfortable in so many ways. He tried getting out his embrace.

"Stop squirming", said Kiba

"I don't need to stay in your lap", said Neji.

"Calm down the more you struggle against this the longer we'll have to stay like this", said Kiba.

He settled in the other's lap. Neji flinched, when Kiba raised his and toward him. He closed his eyes and braced himself for attack. To his surprise he felt Kiba gently washing away the dirt on his face.

"I'm only washing you. Did you really think I would hit you?" asked Kiba.

He sighed, when he saw Neji nodded his head.

"I would never hit you", said Kiba.

He was having a difficult time controlling his urges around his weakened mate. Especially under these conditions. Neji seemed more at ease. At least he relaxed enough to stop shaking in his lap. He started washing away the dirt and cleaning the scratches left by their mating.

Neji tensed, when he felt Kiba's hand travel lower. He whimpered, when Kiba's hand traveled to his rear. Two of Kiba's long fingers pushed into him and gently started cleaning him. His face went hot when he found himself enjoying the extremely intimate cleaning. He bit his lip to stop himself from moaning, but he couldn't stop himself from whining when Kiba pulled out his fingers.

"There I'm finished", said Kiba.

He sat Neji down in a shallower part of the spring. His new mate needed space. He started washing himself. Kiba made Akamaru watch over his mate. The large white dog sat by Neji's side.

Neji's mind was in a haze of confusion. Part of him feared Kiba's touch another part longed for the soft touches. Neji almost enjoyed Kiba's gentle cleaning of him. His fingers dug into the soft floor of the spring. He had no idea what was going on with him. His body was aching and his emotions were in chaos. He was confused, hurt, afraid, and betrayed. Neji should hate Kiba for what he did to him. But the Kiba now was so different from the one last night. A shiver ran down his back, when he thought. Neji tried sorting through the many thoughts going through his head, but it was an impossible task. He heard water moving as Kiba approached him.

"Ready to leave?" asked Kiba.

Neji nodded his head, but dare not look at Kiba. He helped Neji from the water and carefully placed him on the grass.

"Where are your clothes?" asked Kiba.

"My bag",

Kiba took the clothes from Neji's bag.

"Do you need my help getting dress?" asked Kiba.

"I'm capable of putting my clothes on. I'm not a complete invalid", said Neji as he took his clothes from Kiba.

"We should rest here for a bit", said Kiba.

The Hyuga didn't argue. Kiba made sure to give his mate plenty of space, but he made sure Akamaru watch over the weakened Hyuga. Even from a distance, he sensed his mate's hate for them through their link. At least Neji wasn't in as much pain and fear as before. Kiba felt like he deserved the strong waves hatred coming at him. A few hours later Neji recovered enough to stand up on his own.

"I'm ready to leave, Kiba", he said.

"Are you sure?" asked Kiba.

"I wouldn't have told you if I weren't sure", said Neji.

Kiba tried picking up Neji, but he swatted his hands away.

"I don't need you to carry me Kiba. I only need you to support me as we run", said Neji.

Kiba wrapped Neji's arm around his shoulder. They ran through the trees.


	3. Worries

**First Mate First Love**

**Chapter 3: Worries**

**Hey everyone thanks for reading. I would love to hear what you think. **

* * *

><p>The meeting between the Hyuga and Inuzika clans went as well as expected. It was a miracle a battled didn't break out between the two groups. The Lord of the Hyuga Clan wanted to take Kiba to court for his crime. If Kiba really did mate and mark Neji against his will she would have no choice, but to punish Kiba. His sanity at the moment of the crime would dictate the severity of his punishment. Tsunade didn't want to harshly punish the boy for something he couldn't, but she might not have choice.<p>

Kiba heard Neji's heavy breathing. There's no doubting Neji needed rest. If they went on like this his condition would only worsen. Kiba felt his mate's negative emotions toward him. It hurt him knowing his mate held such malice toward him.

"Kiba",

"Are you alright Neji?" he asked.

"I'm fine. There's no point in you wasting your strength supporting me. I can run on my own", said Neji.

Kiba knew better than to fight with Neji, when he was this emotionally raw. They were still far from the Leaf. Neji took off. Kiba stayed close to his mate fearing something might happen. He had no difficulty in keeping up Neji.

Neji refused to show his fading strength to the man who broke his trust. But he knew it was pointless. Kiba had the ability to sniff out a person's chakra levels. Even with that knowledge he refuse to ask for that man's help. He didn't like being in the dark. His teeth locked in frustration. He suppose to be a genius, but his mind struggled to answer many questions rushing through it. The most obvious one was why did Kiba do it? The most agitating part to the Hyuga was couldn't force himself to hate Kiba. It should be easy, but it proved to be a difficult task, which he was losing interest in. Why was that? Damn Kiba for making him feel such horrible confusion!

Neji was so unfocused he missed a branch. When he channeled his chakra to his feet, he was met with horrible pain. He braced himself for impact, but he never felt it. Two powerful arms caught him. When Neji opened his eyes he saw a pair of sharp black eyes were staring at him. His heart was racing. Why is he feeling like this?

"Are you okay?" asked Kiba.

He turned away.

"Why would you care?" asked Neji.

That hurt.

"You're my partner", said Kiba.

He carefully put him down. Neji's legs were shaking. He will see Lady Tsunade, when he returns. Maybe she can figure out what's wrong with him.

"Let's slow down", said Kiba.

"Very well", said Neji.

Kiba wrapped Neji's arm around his shoulder. His mate would be too stubborn to allow them to stop completely. Those white eyes were focused on the ground. He looked almost defeated. This bothered Kiba, but he understood the reasoning behind it. Neji leaned most of his weight into him. He easily supported it. The less strain put on Neji the better. The sun was setting. Kiba felt his mate growing weaker. This has gone on long enough this travel wasn't good for Neji. He couldn't help noticing; as the night grew closer his mate edgy.

"We should set up camp here. You're in no condition to keep going", said Kiba.

"No, we should continue", said Neji.

He is weak and vulnerable. It gave Kiba too much power over him. There might be a chance of it happening again. Kiba signed and picked him up again.

"Put me down!" yelled Neji.

"I will", said Kiba.

He placed him underneath a tree.

"Look at me Neji", said Kiba.

Those white eyes met his. There was so much pain in them.

"I promise I will never harm like you like that or in other way, Neji", said Kiba.

"Why should I believe you?" asked Neji.

Kiba put Neji's head to his chest. His face went warm. He wanted to push the dog away, but he didn't have strength or the will to do so.

"Does this sound like a heart that would lie to you?" asked Kiba.

The answer was no, but he refused to say it.

"Let go", said Neji.

Kiba did as his mate asked. Would Neji ever understand how sorry he was? Would he even care? He needed to give his mate space.

"I'll gather firewood", said Kiba.

"Take Akamaru with you. I don't need a babysitter", said Neji.

"Come on boy", said Kiba.

Akamaru followed his master into the forest. From a far Kiba could hear his mate's breathing. The large dog didn't understand what had Kiba so frustrated. Neji should be happy that his mate is a powerful alpha like Kiba. He looked as his master and whined.

"Akamaru it isn't as simple as taking him as my mate. If we were both dogs it would a simple matter. But with humans it's so much more complicated than that", said Kiba.

His mother warned him about heat, but he never thought it would hit so strong. He had to speak with her, when he returned. She told him how sensitive the bonds were. He had no idea it would hurt so much feeling his mate in such pain. Neji deserves an explanation.

"I think we've been gone long enough", said Kiba.

Neji tensed when he heard Kiba return, but he also felt great relief to see him again.

"Where's the firewood?" asked Neji.

Kiba frowned.

"Heh, I forgot", he said.

Neji put his guard up, when Kiba took a seat only a few feet away from him.

"We need to talk", said Kiba.

"I don't want to talk to you", said Neji.

"Hear me out. Let me give you an explanation", said Kiba.

"Fine", said Neji.

He needed to hear why. Maybe if he knew the reason it would bring some reason to the chaos in his mind.

"That bite on your neck isn't normal", said Kiba.

Neji touched his neck. It stung and would leave an ugly scar. He sighed.

"Than what is it?" asked Neji.

"A claim mark", said Kiba.

Neji's flinched.

"A what?" he asked.

"It shows you're my submissive mate", said Kiba.

Neji's fists clenched. He's submissive to no one especially not Kiba. It doesn't matter what state he's in. He will refuse to accept it. Besides he's stronger and older than Kiba that makes him the superior.

"What else does the mark signify and how do I rid myself of it?" asked Neji.

"It's not something you can get rid of. Your body wouldn't have accepted my mark if you weren't my mate. The bond it formed between the two of us is unbreakable its stronger than marriage", said Kiba.

"That doesn't explain what you did to me last night", said Neji.

"I was in heat I couldn't control myself. I never wanted to take a mate against their will", said Kiba.

"Is it over?" asked Neji.

Kiba frowned.

"No heat lasts a week. So I have six more days", said Kiba.

He felt a strong wave of panic come off his mate. It soon turned to fear.

"Neji",

His voice managed to get through to his mate. Those white eyes met his.

"I won't harm you. I'm back in control", said Kiba.

"For how long?" asked Neji.

Kiba scratched the back of his head. Heat was a complex thing to explain. His mom hadn't only taught him the very basics of it, but he didn't know the exact science behind it. He did know the answer to that question though.

"Its our first heat together. Part of the reason I was given this control is to be able to explain this to you", said Kiba.

Neji scowled. Kiba implied they might spend more than one together.

"Please give me a chance. I don't want my life mate hating me", whispered Kiba.

A bitter laugh escaped Neji.

"You should have pursued me differently than", spat Neji.

"I didn't plan on last night. I would never done something like that to you if I had a choice!" growled Kiba.

Neji refused to sleep he was afraid of what Kiba might do to him if he dare close his eyes.

"Sleep, I promise I won't lay a finger on you", said Kiba.

"I don't trust you", said Neji.

He made sure the spite was clear in his voice. It seemed to have no effect on Kiba. The dog ninja move closer to him.

"Stay away", said Neji.

Kiba groaned. He really didn't want to use his alpha abilities over Neji.

"Sleep"

His omega fought against his alpha's command, but eventually did as told. He waited for Neji to fall into a deep sleep. He moved closer to him. Even though he knew Neji needed his space he couldn't fight his instincts to be near. Kiba cradled the beauty in his arms. He growled when heard the sound of some one approaching. By the scent he knew it was male. There's no way he was going to allow a strange male near his mate.

"Akamaru",

The large dog looked up at his master.

"Watch over him", said Kiba.

When he reached the source, Kiba was surrounded by five bounty ninjas. These were high-level chunin at the lowest.

"A leaf ninja how much do they normally go for, Chen?" asked one of them to the man that seemed to be the leader.

"Depending on their level and clan it varies greatly. Hmm, from those red fang markings it obvious he's from the Inuzuka Clan. The most will get from is five hundred if we are luck. If we caught ourselves a Hyuga boss would be very pleased", said Chen.

Kiba went rigid. His mate could be in grave danger.

"The eyes of a Hyuga would be worth million. It wouldn't matter the gender either way we would have the base for a breeding stock", said Chen.

That made him snap. This man just threatened his mate and the baby Neji might be carrying. Kiba gave completely into his alpha instincts. The bounty ninjas showed no fear in the change that had taken place in Kiba, which was a horrible mistake on their part. But even if they did run Kiba would kill him. No one threatens his mate and gets away with it.

Neji woke when he heard Akamaru growling. Byakugan. Through the trees he saw five men moving toward him. Kiba where are you? His chakra level hadn't returned. A large man with blue beard and hair was the first to come into view. Akamaru took a protective stance in front of Neji. The man whistled. A weighted chained net shot out and entangled Akamaru. The chains tightened around the dog.

"It our lucky day boys. We have a defenseless Hyuga!" shouted the blue haired man.

"Who are you?" growled Neji.

"The name is Jay", said the man.

Neji was slammed against the tree. Jay's large hand was around his throat.

"I'm not going to question my luck to why you're so weak. I'll only enjoy my great luck", said Jay.

Jay's men appeared behind their boss. Neji's hands pried helplessly against the large one around his neck.

"You are a beauty. I might have to keep you for myself", said Jay.

The smell of Jay's breath nearly made Neji gag. He shuttered as his shirt was torn to shreds.

"Hmm, well your almost perfect. These ugly scars will take away from some of your value", said Jay.

His sore muscles went tense as Jay ran his fingers down his chest.

"Let's see how tight you are", said Jay.

Neji's face was force into the rough surface of the tree as Jay turned him around. Before Jay could gag him Neji was able to release a desperate yelp. His pants were pulled down enough to expose himself to Jay. Tears streamed down his face. How can this be happening again? His eyes went wide as two large fingers were pushed into him. Jay was thrown off of him. Neji shrunk to the ground.

"Neji",

He knew the voice belong to Kiba. Neji couldn't force himself to meet Kiba's gaze. A gentle kiss was pressed against his cheek. He watched as Kiba killed off every member of the gang with just his claws and brute strength. After a few deep breaths he regained a good amount of his self-control. He crawled to Akamaru and untangled him from the chain net. The large dog licked his face before running off to help his master. The air grew heavy with the scent of blood.

Kiba walked toward. Neji got a good look at his partner. His entire body was covered in blood. The most heavily covered places were his hands and mouth. Kiba's bloodied hands were lengthened with inch long claws. His sharp black eyes held the powerful glint of a predator. For some reason Neji knew the Kiba in front of him wouldn't hurt him.

Kiba knew his mate was terrified. His omega was shivering. He gently licked Neji's cheek. Kiba sniffed over his mate's body and was relieve to discover that unworthy man hadn't dirtied Neji.

Neji tried not to flinch when he felt Kiba's tongue against his cheek. He watch as his teammate took off his fur lined jacked and put it over his bare shoulders. Neji noticed the large gash on Kiba's side. The Hyuga reached for his torn shirt and started ripping it into bandages. He needed Kiba in good physical condition if they were going to successfully compete the mission. The dog ninja was circling around the area of their campsite searching for any threat.

"Kiba come here", he called.

He was by his side in a flash. Kiba wasn't going to deny any chance to be near his mate. He smiled at the feeling of Neji's fingers as he bandaged his wounds.

"Sleep",

Neji's body didn't fight the command. His head fell into his teammate's lap. Kiba smiled and started running his fingers through his mate's soft hair.
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**Chapter 4: Search**

**Hey would love to hear what you think of my story. Thanks for reading. **

* * *

><p>Tsume formed a three-man team of herself, Hana, and Might Guy. She learned to respect Guy, the ridiculous jonin. She thought it might be good for Neji to see a familiar face. The boy could be an emotional wreck.<p>

"Can someone explain why one of my fantastic students needs to be rescued?" asked Guy.

"It's difficult explain", said Tsume.

"Try your best", said Guy.

"Kiba is going through a very powerful and dangerous change, which he has no control over. That's all I can say", said Tsume.

"Do you think he'll be okay mom?" asked Hana.

"He'll be fine Hana", said Tsume.

Hana knew it was a comforting lie from her mother. When alpha males go into heat it far different from, when submissives do. Alpha males like Kiba would lose control after their first heat. They become almost senseless beasts with unbelievable power. Tsume and Hana covered their noses as the strong stench of blood and death hit them. Even Guy smelled the blood. They followed the scent. Their eyes widened as they stepped onto the gruesome scene. Ten mangled bodies lay in pieces in the grass. Claw and bite marks decorated the corpses' skin.

"What kind of beast could have done this?" asked Guy.

"It was no beast Guy", said Tsume.

"Are you saying Kiba did this?" he asked.

She nodded her head. Tsume searched the body parts and finally found an unmarred face. She wasn't sure if she could count decapitated as unmarred though.

"Who is he mom?" asked Hana.

"That's Jay a bounty ninja who capture and sells ninjas with special traits. At least we know your son didn't harm anyone innocent", said Guy.

Tsume gave a weak smile. She worried about Neji's condition. Mating is an extremely taxing on the submissive's body, which can lead to unintended injuries. The most common of them being a broken hip. They needed to find the two boys quickly.

Kiba woke before his mate. The smell of blood clung to his skin and claws. Did he really kill all those men with only his claws and teeth? The taste of iron lingered in his mouth. It really did happen. He smiled, when he saw his mate using his lap as a pillow. Akamaru came trotting over to him.

"I need you to watch him boy", said Kiba.

Akamaru lay down behind his owner. Kiba carefully moved Neji from his lap and let Akamaru be Neji's pillow instead. He needed to wash off the blood. Going into the village looking like this wasn't an option. He heard a stream not far from the campsite. Kiba gave one look back at his mate before leaving.

He flinched as he started walking. The jonin almost forgot about the injury inflicted on him during battle. Neji could have refused to care for his injuries, but he didn't even after what Kiba did to him. He kneeled down by the stream and started washing away the blood. Even when the stains were washed away the scent clung to him. He sighed. At least he wouldn't look like that much of a monster to Neji now. He walked back to campsite and smiled, when he saw Neji sleeping peacefully. His face was cuddled into Akamaru's fur.

"I envy your position Akamaru", said Kiba.

Neji slowly woke. His head was resting on a soft fuzzy pillow. A wet tongue lapped at his cheek.

"Kiba?"

There was a warm laugh.

"Still can't tell the difference between me and my dog Neji?" said Kiba.

He slowly sat up and was met by warm grin from Kiba. His chakra was finally replenished.

"Your chakra has returned that's great", said Kiba.

Why was he so happy? Now that his chakra has returned he could defend himself from Kiba's attacks. A little voice in his head reminded him of the promise Kiba made not to harm him. Was it true? There's no way it could be true. His abuser can't possibly be telling the truth. But he's also his savior. He didn't even want to think about what Jay could have done to him.

"I bet you're hungry", said Kiba.

Neji backed himself into further against Akamaru. Kiba didn't stop in his approach.

"Easy, I'm only giving you a rice ball", said Kiba.

"Not hungry", said Neji.

At that time his stomach decided to growl. Kiba smirked.

"Come on you need to eat to keep your strength up", said Kiba.

He took the rice ball from Kiba. What caused the change in him? Kiba seemed to back to his normal happy self. Neji couldn't help staring at him.

"I meant my promise Neji", he said.

They were quiet as they ate.

"Kiba thank you", said Neji.

"It's only a rice ball Neji you don't need to thank me", said Kiba.

Neji's eye twitched. Did the dog ninja really think he was thanking him for that? He sighed.

"No, Kiba I didn't mean for the rice ball. I meant for last night. If you hadn't stepped in when you-

"Neji, you don't have to thank me for that. I will protect you for the rest of my life. Having that honor is thanks enough", said Kiba.

The Hyuga flinched. An honor protecting him? The irony of it left Neji with a bitter feeling. He tensed when Kiba approached him again. The dog ninja kneeled down beside him. There was a bandage in his hand.

"Here, I thought you might want to cover my mark", said Kiba.

"You should use it on yourself", said Neji.

"It's too small besides you already patched me up", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head and took the bandage from Kiba. He carefully placed it over the painful bite mark. They sat in silence. Neji saw Kiba sniffing the air. A low growl left Kiba's throat.

"Kiba?"

He'd caught the scent of three chakras speeding in their direction. Two of them were familiar. They belonged to his mother and sister. Those two weren't a threat to his mate. The smell of the male coming in his direction agitated him.

Neji saw the obvious signs of agitation going through his teammate. A powerful chakra emitted from Kiba. It was unnatural and put Neji on edge. Byakugan. His eyes traveled to Kiba. A new surge of chakra went through his body. It was unlike anything Neji had seen. Deep in the pit off his stomach Neji found the possessiveness and aggression emitting from Kiba attractive.

Kiba smirked. He sensed his mate's attraction. Howls broke the air. Two women who resembled Kiba appeared with their dogs. They both had his messy brown hair. Kiba calmed some when he saw them. But it was only a temporary change. When Guy Sensei made an appearance. He took a protective stance in front of Neji.

"Guy leave", commanded Tsume.

"I'm not leaving without my student. Neji are you alright?" asked Guy.

Did Guy know? Neji took a breath refusing to allow his nerves to seep into his expression. He didn't want his moment of vulnerability to be known. Especially not by someone as loud mouthed as Guy Sensei.

"I'm fine. Why do you ask", said Neji.

"For some reason Lady Tsunade thought you were injured", said Guy.

That made Kiba's blood boil. How dare this man even suggest he couldn't protect his mate! Kiba crouched readying himself to attack. As soon as Guy took a step toward Neji, Kiba gave a loud warning growl. Guy ignored the warning.

"Sensei",

"Fang over fang!"

Guy just dodged the attack. Kiba's attack only managed to badly cut Guy's arm. The smell of blood seemed to make him more aggressive and ready for a fight. This is a potential disaster. Kiba readied to attack again.

"KIBA!" shouted Neji.

He stilled at his mate's voice. Neji got up and touched his hand to Kiba's shoulder.

"It's alright. I'm here with you", said Neji.

He hated having to say that, but he wanted to put an end to this situation. Kiba was edgy, but didn't attack. Neji twitched, when Kiba nuzzled his neck.

"I had no idea the two of you were so intimate", said Guy Sensei.

Neji's face went red. He didn't know how to explain Kiba's blatant affection toward him.

"Let's get back", said Tsume.

She wanted to leave before things got out of hand again. A few hours later they reached the front gate of The Hidden Leaf Village. Before Neji could leave the group Kiba grabbed his hand.

"Let go", said Neji.

His voice was icy and sent a chill down Kiba's spine. He allowed Neji to leave. He wanted to follow after his mate, but his mother grabbed his arm.

"Let him be Kiba. He needs time", said Tsume.

She led her son back to their house where she had Hana stitch close her brother's wounds.

"We have a lot to talk about. First off I need to you to tell me exactly what happened. Every detail", said Tsume.

Kiba told his mother everything. Both his mother and sister were looking at him with empathy. His mother embraced her tightly. He flinched at the uncomfortable pressure on his wound, but still enjoyed the hug.

"Will I be okay mom?" asked Kiba.

"Nobody will take my pup away from", said Tsume as he pulled her closer.

"Can't breath", gasped Kiba.

Tsume released her death grip on her son.

"I hurt him mom. The man I love most hates me and it's my fault", said Kiba.

"It isn't your fault. It's mine. I should have made sure you stayed here, while you were like that. I never thought you would be partnered with him", said Tsume.

"I don't blame you mom. I blame this condition. Now I'm bound to a mate who hates me", said Kiba.

"We have other problems", said Hana.

"Hana!" growled Tsume.

"He's going to find out anyway", said Hana.

Tsume knew her daughter was right, but she wanted to shield her youngest pup.

"What are the other problems?" asked Kiba.

"The elder of the Hyuga Clan has taken your actions as a personal insult and wants to take you to court", said Tsume.

Her son went tense.

"We'll get you through this. We have a meeting between our family and the Hyuga at the hokage's residence", said Tsume.

Kiba left the kitchen and went into his bedroom. He locked the door behind. Akamaru scratched at the door, but Kiba didn't let him in. He wanted to be alone for a few hours. His heart screamed for his mate.

Neji stopped at the entrance of the Hyuga compound. Did he really want to go in? What hellish barrage of questions would he face? He sighed. Avoiding it would only make it worse. He walked onto the Hyuga compound. His uncle Hiashi tried stopping as he walked in.

"Let him go", said the Elder Hyuga.

"Why father?" asked Hiashi.

"Leave the argument for tomorrow", said the Elder Hyuga.

Neji gave a sigh of relief, when he heard his uncle's conversation. He went to the small guesthouse he lived in. Before he could relax there was a soft knock on his door. He went to answer it. It was Hinata. She gasped when she saw Neji wearing Kiba's blood stained coat.

"I heard there was trouble on your mission. I wanted to make sure you were okay", said Hinata.

"I'm fine", said Neji.

"What about the bandage on your neck?" asked Hinata.

"A flesh wound nothing more", said Neji.

"What about Kiba and Akamaru?" she asked.

Neji tensed at the mention of that name.

"Only a gash on his side nothing major", said Neji.

He shrugged Kiba's jacket off his shoulder.

"Hinata, can you return this to your teammate?" asked Neji.

She nodded her head.

"Sleep well Neji", said Hinata.

He closed the door. Neji threw off his clothes and went into the bathroom. He turned on the shower as hot as it could go. Steam filled the bathroom. He sat on the floor of the shower. Neji got out when the hot water ran cold. He dressed for sleep and got into bed. He felt lonely. His body ached for something he just couldn't figure out what. In the back of his mind he knew the answer. But he didn't understand why he wanted it.

In the morning he went his uncle and grandfather to the residence of the hokage. The Inuzuka Clan was already there. As soon as Neji entered the room Kiba focused on him. He couldn't help noticing how warm Kiba's eyes were. Tsunade noticed the way the two young men looked at each other. It wasn't a look a victim would give their attacker.

"I was hoping we could settle this peacefully", said Tsunade.

One spiteful glare from the Hyuga Elder said otherwise.

"Kiba, I want you to tell us exactly what happened between you and Neji", said Tsunade.

A light blush appeared across Neji's cheeks. When the Hyuga Elder saw this, and an apparent rage appeared in the old man.

"I won't allow your mongrel of son get away with this", said Elder Hyuga.

His hands fisted. The old man was about to attack Kiba, but Tsume successfully blocked the attack.

"Keep your hands off my son!" she growled.

Tsunade rubbed her temples. Why didn't she retire when she had the chance? Then Kakashi would have to deal with problem not her. Right now she could be sipping sake in peace, but no she chose to stay for a few more months. She let out a breath.

"Tsume let go of him. I won't allow fighting in my office", said Tsunade.

She did as told.

"Fine if there's no fighting in this office we will take it to court", said the Elder Hyuga.

"No you will not", said Neji.

The coolness in his voice caught everyone in the room off guard. Kiba was most surprised at Neji's words.

"And why should we not?" asked the Elder Hyuga.

"I'm not pressing charges. I won't have this humiliating incident coming out. Grandfather, I've made my decision I'm twenty one years old I can make this choice on my own", said Neji.

Kiba and Tsume were both relieved. Tsume gave a grateful look Neji, but he didn't respond. She sighed. The two younglings have a long way to go, but this is a start.

"Neji, I want to look at the bite mark", said Tsunade.

Her voice was unnaturally soft. He sat in one of the chair near Tsunade's desk. She gently moved the fresh bandage Neji's neck. Kiba nearly whined, when he saw the large purple and green bruise on Neji's perfect pale skin. He hadn't meant to inflict that much damage. Tsunade tried healing the bite, but wound refused to heal.

"What is the meaning of this Tsume? Why won't it heal?" asked Tsunade.

"It can only be healed by the one who gave it. If Neji weren't Kiba's mate you would have able to heal it", said Tsume.

"Welcome to the family", said Hana.

The Hyuga Elder looked like he was about to have a heart attack.

"Pull yourself together old man there's nothing we can do about it so suck it up", said Tsume.

"We can keep the two them apart easily enough", said the Elder Hyuga.

"If you do that it will kill them both. The two of them are bonded together", said Tsume.

"What?!" spat the Elder Hyuga.

"That's how the mate bond works. They will both suffer horribly if they are forced to separate. Eventually the pain would cause their deaths. Trust me you don't want to see someone you love suffer like that. If you truly care for your grandson you will listen to me", said Tsume.

"Don't question how I feel about my family", said the Elder Hyuga.

Not much has changed in the Hyuga Clan. Even though Neji is of the second branch the elder would not permit a union to what was consider a lesser clan.

"Soon they will become empathetic toward each other they'll be able to read each other perfectly", said Tsume.

"If this bond is so strong why aren't you dead, Tsume? Your husband died years ago yet you are still here", said the Elder Hyuga.

"The only reason I'm here is I have children to care for. If weren't it for them I would have died years ago from sadness", said Tsume.

The room went quiet.

"Oh, this bad a time to mention this, but we need get Neji tested", said Tsume.

"Did your mutt of son infect my nephew with some sort of disease?" asked Hiashi.

"No, I'm saying he could with child", said Tsume.

Neji flinched he must have misheard.

"That's not possible. The woman must have lost her mind", said the Hyuga Elder.

"What did you say!" growled Kiba.

"Calm yourself Kiba. It's true. I've looked into the health record of the Inuzuka Clan what she said is true. The science behind it is very interesting. Neji's body will adjust to having children", said Tsunade.

Neji went a shade paler.

"Both my parents were male", said Tsume.

"That explains a lot", said Hiashi.

"What did you say?!" screamed Tsume.

"SILENCE!" screamed Tsunade.

Neji tensed, when he felt Tsunade's hand on his stomach.

"You can relax Neji you're not with child", said Tsunade.

Neji gave a sigh of relief.

"This could be troublesome, but it's better than having a couple who isn't ready for a child", said Tsume.

"What's the troublesome part?" asked Tsunade.

"Since Neji isn't with child. Kiba will go into heat every other month", said Tsume.

Neji's emotionless mask cracked. A look of terror slipped through. He didn't know if could handle another one of Kiba's heats. Kiba heart skipped a beat, when he saw the fear on his mate's face. He wanted to comfort Neji, but that was the last thing his omega would want.

"Neji Kiba",

"Yes, Lady Tsunade", they answered.

"I will give you two weeks off. At the end of this break I expect a full mission report. And for the older shinobi here I expect this matter to be settled peacefully. If there's any sign of fighting both sides will be punished. The two families will meet at the Hyuga compound", said Tsunade.
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**Chapter 5: Unchangeable Beliefs**

* * *

><p>Neji woke early in the morning. Everything was normal, but something was missing. Could it be he missed Kiba? No, it couldn't be. He got up and brushed his hair. At this time no one disturb him in his meditation. He went to the small garden and sat underneath the tree. Memories of Kiba holding him underneath the tree kept appearing in his mind. Something must be wrong with me he thought. He finally managed to zone out.<p>

"Neji", said a soft voice.

"Hinata, why did you disturb me?" he asked.

"Breakfast is ready I thought you might be hungry", said Hinata.

"I'll be there in a few minutes", said Neji.

She sat down beside him.

"Do you know why Kiba and his family are coming here today?" asked Hinata.

He shook his head.

"Your bandage let me change it", said Hinata.

Before he could stop her, she pulled it off. Her eyes went wide, when she saw the bite mark. Only one person could have done this.

"Don't stare Hinata", said Neji.

She carefully placed the bandage over the mark.

"Why did he do this?" asked Hinata.

"It's complicated and I rather not go into it", said Neji.

Hinata couldn't imagine her teammate doing such a thing. Especially not to Neji.

"Like I said before Hinata its complicated, but your teammate wasn't in control when this happened", said Neji.

They went to breakfast. Neji felt like everyone at the table was watching him. Sadly it wasn't a feeling it was a fact. The change for the better was temporary. But the Hokage stopped the sealing of the second branch. He left breakfast early to escape the looks from his family. Neji returned to the garden for some peace. He wasn't upset with Kiba. Neji knew he should be. The incident between the two of them was a horrible accident. Kiba wasn't in control of himself. After it happened Kiba never laid a harmful touch on him. And against all reason he longed to see Kiba and have him near. But at the same time the idea of Kiba touching him was terrifying.

"What's wrong with me?" he asked himself.

"What are you up to cousin?" asked Hanabi.

Neji suppressed a groan as his cousin Hanabi made an appearance. She became his grandfather's pet. Grandfather successfully brained washed his youngest cousin.

"What happened between you and dog boy?" asked Hanabi.

"His name is Kiba", growled Neji.

She snickered, before running off. Neji sighed. Why did he come to the defense of Kiba? Something is definitely wrong with him. Kiba's words were ringing through is mind: _I don't want my life mate hating me. _Should he give Kiba a chance? After all there's no escaping it. No, he must be gone insane. He stared up at the sky. Why couldn't he have a normal life? A life of peace and happiness with a family of his own. Was it an impossible dream?

Kiba woke up late in the morning. He groaned he wanted back in that wonderful dream. There was uncomfortable ache in his pants. His hand traveled under the blanket. He pulled down his pants. Kiba bit his lip as he ran his hand over his painful hard erection. The image of Neji appeared in his head. He was underneath him panting calling out his name. His pale skin flushed and those soft lips were parted slightly as he moaned his name. Kiba swallowed a moan as he released heavily in his hand. He wiped it off on the sheets and tried sleeping again.

"If only it could be real", he muttered to himself.

He dreaded the meeting with Hyuga family. Today he wasn't his full of energy self. Akamaru licked his face. He barked in his master's face.

"It's too early", said Kiba as he tried pushing Akamaru away.

Akamaru gave an annoyed grunt and dropped his full weight on his master. Kiba eventually pushed his giant dog off him. Something very important was missing. It was more like someone very important was missing. Neji. He needed his mate. Kiba finally forced himself from bed.

"So he finally rises from the dead", said Hana.

"I'm in no mood for jokes sister", said Kiba.

Tsume placed a large plate of food in front of her son. Kiba had no interest in eating. His nerves wouldn't allow it.

"You should eat honey today's going to be a long day", said Tsume.

"I'm not hungry", said Kiba.

"Something seems to be bothering you", said Tsume.

"I can already feel his strongest emotions", said Kiba.

"It isn't surprising. You've had such strong emotions for such a long time its only normal. Luckily your heat has cooled some. I don't think I'll have to chain you down", said Tsume.

At least there was slim silver lining for this situation thought Kiba as he picked at the food on his plate. He ended up giving most of it to the dogs. A few hours later they started their journey to Hyuga compound. Kiba felt at ease, when felt Neji's presence near. He's safe. His mate is safe.

Neji found peace from his family in the garden. He had been out there for hours meditating. But every now then his mind would travel to Kiba. Even with that he managed to relax.

"Neji",

"Yes, Hinata", he said.

"Kiba's family is here. I was told to fetch you", she said.

He got up and followed his cousin into the meeting room. On one side of the room was his family on the other was Kiba's. There was harsh tension between the two.

"Hinata, you may go this is a private matter", said Hiashi.

"Yes father", she said before leaving.

But she stayed by the door. Hinata couldn't help being worried for her cousin and teammate. She wanted to discover exactly what happened on their mission. Being in dark with her family and friends was a horrible feeling.

"Ease dropping sister that's very unlike you", said Hanabi.

She ignored her younger sister and kept her ear focused on the door. She wished she had Kiba's hearing, so he could hear what they were saying.

Neji felt a knot of conflict building in his stomach, when he saw Kiba. He started twitching.

"Be still", said Hiashi.

"Sorry uncle", said Neji.

He forced himself to be still. Why was this happening to him?

"There's an unavoidable truth here. These two can't be separated. Now what are we going to do about it", said Tsume.

"The solution is simple, but unpleasant", said the Elder Hyuga.

Neji gave a nervous glance at his grandfather. He had no idea what the old man was planning for him. The man never treated him well and had gone out of his way to his life a living hell.

"So tell us this solution", said Tsume.

"They will be married", said the Elder Hyuga.

Neji and Kiba were both surprised. One was terrified the other pleased.

"Excuse me", said Neji.

He stared at his grandfather hoping that there was some chance he'd miss heard. The old man smirked.

"You made the foolish mistake of not pressing charges against this crude boy and I gave you that. Now the only to correct that is for you to be wed. You have no choice in the matter. I won't have any bastard children running about", said the Elder Hyuga.

"Uncle" pleaded Neji.

"Don't argue boy accept this. I don't want to see you suffer because of this bond", said Hiashi.

Hiashi pitied the boy. He had no control of what was going in his life. His brother would never forgive him for letting such thing happen to Neji. Sadly, his hands were tied.

Neji sighed. At least his uncle seemed to care somewhat about his well-being. His grandfather was only looking out for the clan as a whole.

"Fine I'll marry him, but under my own conditions. I will join Kiba's family. I'm tired of this almost unchangeable clan and its ways, so I will find change else where", said Neji.

"No man in our family has ever left our clan", said Hiashi.

Neji gave a cold smirk.

"I'll be carrying his children won't I? That means I'm the wife in the relationship, so I'll be moving to my husband's family", said Neji.

Kiba suppressed his smile. The idea of having Neji being a member of his family was very pleasing. Even more pleasing was the idea of Neji having his children.

"May I be excused?" asked Neji.

Hiashi nodded his head and his nephew left without another word. As soon as they were out of view Neji went into a run. Before he could escape Hinata hugged him.

"Let go of me", he growled.

"Neji, you can let it out", said Hinata.

Neji took a deep breath as he tried regaining composure.

"Please let go of me Hinata. I'm fine", he said.

"You're not fine Neji. You are being forced into a marriage", said Hinata.

He sighed he should have known his cousins were ease dropping.

"I don't have any other option. Kiba and I are bound together. My life is tied to his and his is tied to mine", said Neji.

"But Neji-

"Leave it alone Hinata", said Neji in a cool tone.

He hurried to his bedroom. There he quietly sobbed into his pillow. Neji felt pathetic. This wasn't him. He wasn't a crying weakling. Neji forced himself from bed. He started brushing his hair as a way to calm himself, but even then the tears didn't stop flowing.

Kiba's body demanded to be with his mate. Now that Neji left the demand was even stronger. He was itching to get out of this room and comfort his mate. He'd never been good holding still, even now that he was older. Being separated from his mate made the idea of keeping still unbearable. He couldn't stop himself from fidgeting. His eyes were focused on the door.

"Kiba, you may go", said Tsume.

"No, he won't be leaving", said the Elder Hyuga.

"Why he's not needed in these negations?" asked Tsume.

"I won't him have poking around my clan's home", said Hiashi.

"He can go the mutt will only be a distraction. Beside he doesn't have enough power to be a true threat to our clan, even if he knows the layout of our home", said the Elder Hyuga.

It took every ounce of Kiba's self restraint not to attack the old man who had just insulted him. The man was baiting him. He left and slammed the door shut behind him. Kiba sniffed the air trying to find Neji's scent. It didn't take him long to find what he was searching for. It was a small guesthouse that couldn't be more than three rooms. Neji's scent hung heavily in the air. Before Kiba could make a move toward he was sent flying backwards. He crashed landed into a birdbath. Standing over him was his quiet teammate, Hinata.

"Don't you ever hurt him like that again", she said.

He blinked a few times to make sure it was Hinata who just shot him into a birdbath. Her scent confirmed it the woman standing above was his shy teammate. She had never done anything like that before, but she was standing up for her cousin. Kiba knew Neji needed more people like that his life and he desperately wanted to be one of them.

"I promised him and I'll promise you this I will never harm him", said Kiba.

This side of Hinata reminded Kiba of a wolf protecting her pup.

"You know I never meant to hurt him and I will keep my promise to you and him", said Kiba as he got up.

Her shoulders sagged and her tough demeanor faded.

"I know. Be good to him Kiba", she said in soft voice.

"I will be", said Kiba.

Hinata left. The two men needed time together to sort out their difficulties. She couldn't force herself to go too far. Something could happen she might be needed. She kept herself hidden in a tree.

Kiba took a deep breath and went to the front door of the house. His heart throbbed, when he heard his mate crying from within the house. He knew better than to interfere he had to wait. Going in now might ruin everything. He waited total of twenty minutes before he couldn't wait any longer. Neji sat on a pile of pillows with hair loose. His eyes were red and puffy from crying. Kiba felt Neji's panic through their bond. Kiba sighed and shut the door behind him. This only made his mate uneasy.

Neji tensed and backed himself into a corner. What's the point of fighting? Kiba is his husband to be harming him will be problematic. Kiba kneeled down next Neji. Too he's too close. He pulled back his fist, but Kiba caught it before it could make impact.

"There's no reason to be hostile Neji", he said.

"I have all the reason to be hostile", spat Neji.

The once emotionless mask known as Neji expression became clear. Kiba could read it perfectly now. He saw the hurt, anger, confusion, and want.

"I know you do, but it won't get you anywhere. It might end up with you hurt and that's the last thing I want", said Kiba.

The scent of his mate's fear filled the room. It was only growing stronger. Kiba came closer.

"Do you feel it?" he asked.

"I don't know what you're talking about", said Neji.

"Don't lie to me, Neji", said Kiba.

Neji sighed and gave a slight nod of his head. Kiba took his hand and placed it against his chest. His skin was warm. Through their touch a wave of warm emotions washed over Neji. What was these feelings? Why did they feel, so real? This couldn't be real. His body went still as he tried figuring out what to make of the situation. Kiba took advantage of his distraction and pulled him close. As soon as Neji felt the embrace panicked. No, this can't be happening not again! He struggled violently in Kiba's arms.

"Neji, I won't hurt. Listen to our bond. What is it telling you?" asked Kiba in a calm whisper.

Neji forced himself to regain his self-control, even though his mind was in a haze of panic. He felt no violent emotions coming from Kiba. His breathing calmed and he stopped struggling. He leaned into his husband to be. His back rested against Kiba's chest. He couldn't deny there was something nice about this. He closed his eyes and leaned his neck to the side.

The submissive gesture made Kiba smile. He was succeeding in soothing his mate. Kiba couldn't fight his alpha instincts. His fingers carefully removed the bandage that covered his mark. Kiba licked his claim mark. Neji tensed, but didn't fight his advance. Eventually he relaxed and gave soft moans as Kiba continued tending to his mark.

Neji felt his eyes growing heavy. He felt safe enough to close them. Kiba's embrace loosened. Then he realized what he was doing. This was the man who attacked him. He shouldn't be acting like this. Kiba pulled away from his mate's neck a wave of panic hit him hard. Neji started a weak struggle.

"Shh, I'm not going to hurt you. This will make the ache go away", whispered Kiba in his ear.

Neji knew the exact ache Kiba spoke of. The painful emotional knot in the pit of his stomach was at ease.

"The painful pulling and twisting in the pit of your stomach that feels like it's going to tear you apart. I know you feel it and I do too. Us not being close caused that pain. Our bond is fresh it needs a chance to grow strong or we'll always be in this much suffering when we are apart. I won't go any farther than this", said Kiba.

Neji gave into his empathetic bond and let Kiba's emotions wash over him.

"I'll never hurt you again", whispered Kiba into his mate's skin.

Neji knew Kiba was sincere. He sighed and leaned his weight into Kiba. His emotions were drained and all he wanted to do was rest. Neji moved his neck to side. Kiba easily read the wordless request. He started licking his mark. Kiba loved this. The smell and taste of his mate was wonderful. It was enough to satisfy his urges.

Neji was extremely relaxed. He couldn't remember the last time he ever felt this. The feel of Kiba's goatee against his skin didn't even bother him. His lips felt wonderful against his skin. He knew this was wrong, but chose to ignore that. Neji had no idea how long they stayed like. He enjoyed the silence. Is this the same Kiba he went on the mission with. This one was so quiet and gentle. What happened to the loud-mouthed knucklehead?

"Neji?"

"Hmm",

"Can I kiss you?" asked Kiba.

Neji body tensed in his embrace. Kiba knew he would be pressing his luck asking for kiss, but he couldn't resist. He rested his chin on Neji's shoulder.

"Shh, I won't force you", said Kiba.

Kiba gave up on the idea of a kiss and just basked in his mate's presence. Neji settled down. He moved his neck to side and Kiba started tending to his mark again. This wouldn't only help his mate heal, but it would also strengthen his scent.

"I hope you like dogs", whispered Kiba against his mate's neck.

Neji almost laughed.

"I don't dislike them", said Neji in a quiet voice.

He felt Kiba smile against his neck.

"That's good because you'll be living with five of them. Eight if you include me and my family", said Kiba.

"You should definitely count yourself in", Neji whispered.

His voice lacked any spite to it. It held a slight playfulness to it. Kiba laughed. He was overjoyed he made his mate happy. Why couldn't it be like this all the time?

Neji knew this calmness should be impossible, but he couldn't help the way he felt. These feelings must have something to do with their bond. He didn't have much interest in finding out why he felt like this.

Little did the new couple know a friend was watching them. Hinata couldn't believe what here eyes were seeing. Never had she seen Neji like this. The smile on her cousin's face was one she'd never seen before. This would be a slow process, but eventually the two would be happy. She aimed her eyes at the meeting room. It looked like the conversation between the two clans was over.

Tsume left the meeting hall with Hana and Kuromaru following slowly behind her. It was easy enough to find her son. All she had to do was track Neji's scent. It lead her to a small guesthouse.

Akamaru was spread out on the deck. He raised his head when he saw her approach. The large dog didn't want his owner to disrupted. He knew how much this was helping Kiba. This time had already been stressing enough for him. Kiba should be enjoying his newly claimed bitch. He moved in front of Tsume trying to block her path. She pushed him away, but he only appeared in front of her again. Kuromaru growled and Akamaru backed down. Hana appeared by her mother's side.

"Do we even want to know what they are doing?" she asked.

"They aren't doing anything like that, but I wish you wouldn't disturb them", said Hinata in a soft voice.

There was a heavy blush on the young girl's face. Tsume saw that this one different from most of the Hyuga clan. She could see why Kiba took such a liking to her.

"Kiba, I know he's pretty, but it's time to go. You'll see him soon enough", yelled Tsume.

Kiba's face went red, when he heard his mother calling for him. He kissed Neji on the temple.

"Looks like it's time for me to leave, beautiful", said Kiba.

Neji couldn't deny he was disappointed at Kiba leaving.

"I'll see ya soon", said Kiba before left.

Kiba left Neji's house. He traveled with his sister to their house.

"You reek of your mate, brother", said Hana.

Kiba smirked.

"Jealous you haven't got one yet Hana", he said.

That earned him a smack to the head by his older sister. But that didn't ruin his great mood. He was covered in his mate's scent and couldn't be happier.

Neji watched as Kiba's family left. Maybe it won't be so bad. They seem nice enough.

"Hinata, it's rude to spy. And if you do you should do a better job of concealing your chakra", said Neji.

"Sorry, I was only curious to see how the two of you were getting along. It seemed to be going well. You looked really happy", said Hinata.

Neji didn't know how to confront what Hinata just said. He shook his he shouldn't respond at all especially with his grandfather so near.

"Go Hinata. Naruto must be wondering where you are", said Neji.

Hinata sighed. She should have known she wouldn't get much from her stoic cousin, but she had to get one last word in. Something to defend her teammate.

"What happen wasn't under his control Neji. He's a good guy", she said before running off.

He sighed at least his cousin was in for great relationship. Sadly, he couldn't say the same for himself. He was happy for her. She would soon be married to the boy she's fawned over for what seems like forever. They would make a happy couple. He wasn't nearly as confident in his relationship. He decided to stay outside for a bit longer it was a beautiful day. The beauty of the day was ruined when his youngest cousin made an unwanted appearance again.

"To what do I owe this unplanned visit to?" he asked.

She smirked.

"I couldn't help noticing how jealous you looked of Hinata when she went running off to meet Naruto", said Hanabi.

"That doesn't answer my question of what do you want", said Neji.

"I only wanted to remind you that you'll never have same kind of relationship Hinata has with Naruto. You are forever bonded to that horrible excuse of a jonin", said Hanabi.

"He's a far better jonin than you'll ever be", said Neji.

Hanabi was somewhat shocked. It was odd for her cousin to snap back.

"Goodbye Hanabi", he said.

Neji went to the shelter of his home and locked the door behind as way of blocking the annoying girl out. When caught a glimpse at his neck in the mirror he saw most of the bruising was gone. Only a faint scar remained. He ran his fingers down his neck. Kiba's touch was gentle. He actual found himself missing the soothing touch.
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><p>News about the new couple was spread like wild fire through the village. Neither Neji or Kiba got any peace from the constant questions. By some miracle Neji found a refuge from the gossip. He sat high up in a tree deep in the forest. No one should bother him out here. It was peaceful. Songbirds flew freely through the air. He held a slight envy toward the small creatures. A skylark perched on a branch near him.<p>

"You have no idea how lucky you are", said Neji.

The lark flew off. His attention focused on the silver engagement ring on his finger. It wasn't anything special, only a simple metal band, yet it symbolized so much. Never in his life would he have thought he would wear one of these. If someone told him a few weeks ago he would be engaged to Kiba he would think they were insane.

"Neji",

He sighed. So much for peace and quiet. When he looked down from his perch, he saw it was Tenten and Lee.

"Come down we want to talk with you", she said.

There was no avoiding this. He jumped down.

"Who knew Neji would fall into the wondrous thing called love", said Lee.

Neji twitched at his teammate's comment. He couldn't call what he had with Kiba love. This whole thing started with blind uncontrollable lust.

"Ask your questions", said Neji.

He was so tired of people forcing him into small talk just to get answers. Why couldn't they just get straight to the point? He leaned against the tree and waited for Tenten's questions.

"Have you always like men?" she asked.

He felt his face redden slightly. Neji was expecting such a blunt question.

"Tenten it isn't your place to ask such questions", said Lee.

He agreed with his teammate, but he knew Tenten wouldn't let him be until he answered. Neji never had much preference to either gender. He always thought women were too complicated. All the drama that surrounds them is a headache at times.

"I never thought about it till now", said Neji.

"How long have you and Kiba been together?" asked Tenten.

"I'm curious about that as well", said Lee.

"Awhile", he answered.

"Why so vague?" asked Tenten.

"I didn't want to make anything public until I knew it was real", said Neji.

"I thought so. When's the big day?" asked Tenten.

There was a bright smile on her face. It was obvious she was far more excited by than was.

"Two weeks from now. To answer your other question yes you're both invited", said Neji.

He wanted a small wedding, but the guest list expanded greatly when news of the couple spread.

"Your fiancé is looking for you", said Tenten before leaving.

He'd been avoiding his fiancé for days. Kiba seemed to understand he needed space. He knew Kiba was trying he hadn't laid a foul hand on him. When he reached the front gates of the village he saw Kiba waiting for him.

"What do you want Kiba?" asked Neji.

It sounded far harsher than Neji wanted it to.

"I thought now would be a go time to start packing up your house", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head. Kiba's heat was over he shouldn't try anything. They went to the Hyuga compound. It was a quiet process. Neji was having a hard time reaching something from the top shelf. Kiba couldn't help staring. He had perfect view of his mate's ass. He finally decided to help Neji. Kiba stood behind his mate and easily reached what Neji was trying to get. It was a framed photo cover in dust.

"Please give it back", said Neji.

Kiba handed it to his mate. When Neji wiped away the dust it revealed the photo of his parents.

"Neji",

He hugged the photo closely to his chest.

"Why did you have that all the way up there?" asked Kiba.

"I don't want to talk about", said Neji.

Kiba notice how few photos Neji had. In fact there were only three including the one of his parents. It was odd to Kiba. At his house there were countless photos and scrapbooks. Two hours was all it took to pack up.

"That was quick", said Kiba.

"I don't need much", said Neji.

The big day came quickly. Neji was dressed in white with lavender flowers woven into his hair. He looked almost feminine.

"You look beautiful", said Hinata.

"Thanks", he muttered.

Neji was having a hard time believing this was actually happening. When he reached the doors of the chapel, Neji was almost tempted run. But what would be the point. Kiba would come chasing after him. He walked down the aisle. Kiba was waiting for him at the end. He took his place across from Kiba.

Kiba saw through Neji's calm demeanor. He felt the heavy depression coming of his mate. Neither of them was paying much attention to the priest. The priest handed Kiba a small bowl filled with red face paint. Kiba dipped his fingers into it and painted red fang marks on Neji's cheeks marking him as part of the Inuzuka Clan. They were both brought out of their thoughts, when they heard the priest clear his throat.

"Your wrists", he said.

Neji and Kiba extended their left wrists. The priest pulled a long red ribbon from his pocket and started tying their wrists together.

"This ribbon symbolizes your union as couple. May the bond forged today never be broken", said the priest as he tying a complex knot.

It's over thought Neji.

"You may kiss the bride", said the priest.

Before Neji had a chance to protest Kiba's lips were on his. Kiba kissed his mate as if it were the last time. When he pulled away Neji's face was flushed. He'd never been kissed like that in his life. The crowd went into a cheer. They filed out into the courtyard. Music was playing and people were dancing. Everyone there was happy except for the bride.

"You look beautiful", said Kiba.

A weak smile appeared on his mate's lips. Kiba moved a strand of Neji's hair away from his face. He smiled at the beautiful blush that appeared on his mate's cheeks.

"You're exaggerating", said Neji.

"I'm not you are truly the most beautiful being I've ever seen", said Kiba.

Neji threw his flowers. Every girl fought over it. In the end Hana came out with flowers in her hand. She hoped the myths about catching the bouquet were true. She spared a glance at the silver haired male she'd have feelings for such along time. Hana knew she was one of the many who felt that way about the new hokage. That man could give her many strong children. He gave her a slight wave before his interest turned to the couple.

All the young couples congratulated them. Neji signed. There would be a line of weddings they would have to attend. Neji never thought he would be attending his own any time soon though. Guy appeared in front of them. There were tears streaming down his face.

"I never thought my student would grow up so soon!" cried Guy.

He hugged the new couple in a tight embrace.

"I'm so happy for you two!" said Guy as he swung the couple side to side.

"Thank you sensei", gasped Neji.

He finally released his student.

"You two take care of each other", said Guy.

"We will. Guy Sensei I'm sorry about your arm", said Kiba.

"It was nothing just a simple flesh wound", said Guy.

Guy eventually left them once he finished his long lecture about the importance of love and youth. Kiba spared a glance at his mate. The poor guy looked exhausted.

"I know you hate this, but you only need to hang in there for a few more hours", whispered Kiba.

Neji forced a smile on his face. The day drained him of almost all his energy. Before they could leave Neji's cousin Hanabi appeared in front of them.

"What do you want?" asked Neji.

He didn't have enough energy to be polite.

"I only wanted to say don't further disgrace our family further by being sent back by this dog", said Hanabi.

"Why you little brat!" growled Kiba.

"Stop there's no point in wasting your breath", said Neji.

"Hanabi leave them be. You'll be lucky if I don't tell father what you said", said Hinata.

Hanabi huffed then left.

"I'm sorry about she's normally not so bold", said Hinata.

"It's nothing I'm not used to", said Neji.

Hinata left to give the couple some privacy.

"You shouldn't have to listen to that", said Kiba.

Neji gave a heavy sigh.

"Can we go?" he asked.

Kiba nodded his head. He understood Neji's urgency to leave. This was draining. It seemed to be even harder on his husband. They reached their cozy home on the Inuzuka Clan's land. Neji's things had moved been there days ago. He only wanted to sleep. Kiba followed him into the bedroom, which earned him a stern glare from his mate.

"I know you want your space and I wish I could give it to you, but our hands are literally tied", said Kiba as he lifted their wrists.

They wouldn't be able to take off the ribbon for one day. If they did it would be considered a break of their marriage. Neji flinched, when he only saw one bed. Would Kiba force him to consummate their marriage?

"Neji?"

This was too much right now. He gone through hell today and now it continued.

"Calm down", said Kiba in a gentle voice.

Neji snapped. How dare he ask him to calm down?! Rage to took over and he lashed out. His husband was the target of his rage. Kiba was stunned and hurt. Yes, he had taken far worse attacks than that, but being attacked by the one he loves made it hurt all the more. The taste of iron filled his mouth. It took all of Kiba's control not to get angry. Anger would only make the situation worse.

"I will not share the same bed with you", hissed Neji.

Then Kiba understood. It was more than Neji being afraid of sleeping with him, but the fear he would force him to make love.

"Neji remember my promise. I won't force you into anything", said Kiba.

His words didn't make it through to his mate. Even though they would only be tied together for one day this was going to cause many problems. If Neji has this bad of a reaction to sleeping together how would he respond to showering together. Kiba knew he had to be direct. Trying to go around the subject would only further agitate his mate.

"We have to share the bed Neji there's no way of getting around it. You are safe with me", said Kiba.

"Safe? How the hell do you expect feel safe around you after what you did to me!" yelled Neji.

It felt like a blade had gone through his heart. Neji attacked, but Kiba blocked it. His normally sharp attacks were clouded with emotions. Kiba pinned Neji's arm behind his back. Using force against his mate was the last thing he ever wanted to do, but he didn't have a choice.

Neji stilled. The position Kiba had his arm in could lead to an easy dislocation of his shoulder if he wasn't careful. He couldn't believe Kiba disabled him so easily. His breathing calmed. He had to lure Kiba into a false sense of security, so he would be free to attack again.

"You keep telling me to trust you and that you won't hurt yet look at what you are doing. You're trying to force me into submission", said Neji.

"I promised I wouldn't harm you, but that doesn't me I'll allow you to hurt me", said Kiba in a soft voice.

Neji tried yanking his arm away, but was only met with pain.

"Careful I don't want you to hurt yourself", said Kiba.

Neji gave a bitter laugh.

"You say I keep I'm forcing you into submission, but that's not what I want. I don't care about the whole dominant submissive thing. I want us to be equals. That only way we have a chance of working out", said Kiba.

"You have. During our mission you kept ordering me to submit", Neji spat.

"That doesn't count I wasn't myself", said Kiba.

Neji took a breath and leaned his body against Kiba to relieve the pressure on his arm. He was burnt out physically and emotionally. The will to fight left his body.

"Please let go. I won't fight", said Neji.

Kiba released his arm. He rolled his shoulder to relieve some of the ache.

"I'm willing to take this as slowly as you want to", said Kiba.

"I don't want this to go anywhere", said Neji.

"Please give me a chance", begged Kiba.

"No, I will never give you that. I will never love you don't you understand. No one could ever love someone who did that to them. You forced me on all four and mounted me like dog", said Neji.

Neji braced himself for savage anger, but it didn't come. Kiba just stood there. His eye lacked all emotions. Neji couldn't read any of his husband's emotions. His normally expressive and readable face was blank. Something about this terrified him. Had he broken the jonin standing in front of him? He'd gone too far. Neji sighed. He should be enjoying this. His rapist was in suffering. But seeing Kiba like this was hurting him.

"Kiba",

A small spark appeared in those sharp black eyes. They focused on him.

"I'm sorry", said Neji through gritted teeth.

Kiba's eyes came back to life.

"I should be the one apologizing to you I never wanted this. I never wanted to hurt you. Can I ask one thing of you? Open our bond. Let me show you how much suffering I'm in for hurting you. I only need a few seconds", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head and opened their bond. He lost his breath and nearly collapsed, when he felt massive flood of pain and regret hit him. He regained his composer, when Kiba close their connection. Was he really in that much suffering?

"Neji I'm not going to ask you to like me or even love me. I'm only asking for a chance. Even if you hate me Neji, my love for you will always be unconditional", said Kiba.

"I'll try", said Neji.

"Thank you", whispered Kiba.

He slowly moved closer to his mate and pulled him into an embrace. Neji didn't put up a fight. Kiba gave a relaxed sigh, as his submissive leaned in his chest. He was even allowed to run his hand down mate's spine. Kiba moved his other hand to Neji's neck.

"Stop",

It came out more as a plea than a command. Kiba respected his husband's wishes. Neji had to give Kiba credit as they changed for bed not once did his eyes linger on him. He sat at the foot of the bed and starting working the flowers from his hair. Kiba moved closer to him.

"May I help?" asked Kiba.

Neji gave a slight nod of his head. Kiba was grateful for the chance to touch those silken locks. He took his time slowly working the flowers out.

"Finished, come on let me wash away those", said Kiba.

Neji followed Kiba into the bathroom. The former Hyuga groaned as he was forced to his feet. Kiba lifted his mate. Neji made no protests he was too drained. Kiba carefully placed him on the bathroom counter. He lifted Neji's chin.

"You know it doesn't look half bad", said Kiba.

Neji rolled his eyes. He flinched when he felt a damp washcloth against his cheek.

"What about you?" asked Neji.

"It takes months for it fade and is almost impossible to wash off", said Kiba.

Finally they got into bed. Much to Neji's relief Kiba gave him as much space as possible. It wasn't all that much, since Akamaru took up a good chunk of the bed. Neji couldn't sleep. He watched as Kiba's breath quickly calmed as he drifted to sleep. There was something nice seeing him like this. Neji didn't understand why he enjoyed the scene so much.

He meant what he said to Kiba. Neji was willing to give it a chance. He'd been fighting a losing battle with his emotions against Kiba for too long. What would happen if he gave into them? He wasn't ready for anything physical, but he could allow himself to feel comfortable in his husband's presence. Why fight his relationship with Kiba? It would get him nowhere. He would never be free of him and their bond. He managed to escape one cage only to fly straight into another. The brief freedom was wonderful while it lasted. He escaped his thought, he noticed Kiba's breathing changed. A pair of sharp black eyes were focused on him.

"What has you thinking such dark thoughts?" asked Kiba whose voice was heavy with sleep.

Neji turned on his side to escape the glaze of those intense dark eyes.

"I don't know what you're talking about", said Neji.

"I wish you wouldn't lie to me. The depression you're feeling right now was strong enough to wake me up from my sleep", said Kiba.

"I apologize",

"Don't apologize for hurting. I want to make you feel better", said Kiba.

Neji hadn't heard such a truly sincere voice, since he was a child.

"Please look at me", begged Kiba.

Slowly Neji turned so he was facing Kiba. He was greeted with a warm smile.

"I won't ask you to tell me what has you feeling this way. I trust when you are ready you will tell me. Remember our bond allows me to feel what you're feeling. I only want your pain to stop", said Kiba.

Kiba's intense gaze made him feel uneasy, so he tried turning away again. But Kiba gentle hold on his chin stopped him.

"You can't hide from me", said Kiba.

The way Kiba said that made it sound unthreatening, but it still got to Neji. He tried moving further away from Kiba, but was stopped when pair of strong arms wrapped around him. Now he was pressed against Kiba's chest. This is too close. Neji started struggling. Why is he letting Kiba do this? He's stronger and more talented than Kiba. Neji didn't want to hurt his husband he only wanted him further away. He channeled his chakra and was shocked to find out he couldn't. The shock made his body go still. Then the panic took over and he started fighting.

"Why can't I drawl my chakra?" Neji nearly yelled.

Kiba was stunned. He has to be honest with his mate. Kiba knew he should have told him about this part of the bond earlier.

"Our bond doesn't allow us to use our chakra against each other", said Kiba.

"Have you tried it against me?" asked Neji.

"Yes, you're difficult as hell to keep still", said Kiba.

Neji realized he was at a disadvantage. Yes, he's strong without the help of chakra, but Kiba is stronger. Because of the bond he was rendered almost helpless. Recognizing this weakness made panic and frustration unavoidable.

Kiba felt chaos coursing through his mate. He moved Neji, so his back was against his chest. It looked like his mate was about to go into panic attack. This isn't right. This Neji was so different from the one he was used to seeing. Kiba moved Neji's hair away from his neck. He ran his tongue over his mark. Neji tensed at the feel, but was quickly soothed by the sucks, nibbles, and kisses Kiba placed on his neck. Much to Kiba's relief his mate calmed and started moving himself closer.

Even with his mate's relaxed sighs and moans Kiba couldn't enjoy himself. He was far too worried about Neji to enjoy the bliss of the moment. Kiba was aware that what happened in the passed few weeks might reopened old hidden wounds. He promised himself that he would find out what those old wounds were and would help repair them. Kiba would get his mate back to his original self. He was brought out of his thought, when heard a soft whine coming from his mate. Kiba continued tending his mark until Neji fell into a deep sleep. He pulled away from his husband's neck. Kiba couldn't help staring at the scars on Neji's back. It was miracle he survived these wounds. He sighed and pulled Neji close.
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* * *

><p>Neji woke up from the best sleep he had in weeks. His body was snuggled up against a warm body. Their legs were tangled together. It would be impossible for him to move without waking Kiba.<p>

"Let go",

His voice was relaxed and didn't hold any spite to it.

"It's too early", grumbled Kiba.

Kiba nuzzled closer to his mate neck. Neji's wonderful scent filled his nose. He pulled his husband's warm body closer.

"I'm not your pillow get off", said Neji as he started squirming.

There was no real force in his voice, so Kiba refused to let go. He wanted to enjoy his mate's happy mood for as long as possible.

"Let's sleep in. No one is expecting us", said Kiba.

Neji had always been a morning person. He hated wasting away time in bed. Kiba let him untangle their limbs with little fight. Neji quickly discovered why Kiba let him escape so easily. He was still tied to him.

"You know I won't always be tied to you", said Neji as gave a tug on the ribbon.

"I know that's why I want to enjoy while I can", said Kiba.

There was a lazy smirk on his face. Neji found something enjoyable about the expression.

"Kiba",

Kiba loved the way Neji said his name so softly. He took hold of the ribbon and pulled his mate back into bed. Kiba wrapped his arms around his husband before he had a chance to escape. Soon they were back in the position they woke up in.

"Let's sleep in", said Kiba as he nuzzled closely to his mate's neck.

Neji was about to open his mouth, when Kiba placed a brief, but gentle kiss on his lips. The kiss stunned Neji into silence.

"I'll take your silence as an agreement to sleep", said Kiba.

Kiba returned to his pillow. His attempt to sleep was ruined, when he was hit in the head with a pillow. Neji kept up his pillow attack. Kiba happily dodged and blocked the attacks. He was beyond happy seeing mate in such playful and joyful mood. After a brief struggled Kiba managed to take away Neji's weapon.

"You win I'm awake", said Kiba.

They both got out of bed and were soon faced by an awkward problem going to the bathroom. Kiba went first. He had no problem with this situation. Then it was Neji's turn. Kiba turn his back to give Neji privacy.

"I swear if you move an inch-

"There's no need to make threats. I'm not going to look. I don't understand why you are so embarrassed. It's nothing I haven't seen before", said Kiba.

Once that awkward process was finished they went to the main house. Both of them were starving. They had hardly eaten anything during their wedding, so breakfast sounded wonderful. The two sat down next to each at the table.

Tsume smiled, when she saw her son and his mate. They both looked happy. Good, they've made progress. She'd never seen her son so happy before. Tsume placed plate in front of both of the boys.

"Thank you", said Neji.

"Such good manners. You could learn from him Kiba", said Tsume.

He rolled his eyes at his mother.

"Brother I never thought I would see up this early on a weekend", said Hana.

Kiba glared at his sister.

"Looks like I'll have to adjust to being a morning person. There are some advantages to waking up early", said Kiba.

Neji couldn't help smiling. He ate breakfast in peace. Neji's attention left his breakfast when he felt something resting on his lap. It was Akamaru. Neji scratched behind the dog's ear. Akamaru's tail started wagging. Neji never took the time to get know the dog. He took a piece of bacon from his plate and gave it to Akamaru.

Kiba couldn't be happier seeing how well Akamaru and Neji were getting along. Normally Akamaru doesn't warm so quickly to stranger, but the two seemed to get along perfectly

"Since you are now a morning person Kiba. You can walk the dogs", said Tsume.

Kiba frowned.

"I wouldn't mind going out for a bit", said Neji.

That changed Kiba's outlook on the situation.

"Kuromaru", called Kiba.

The large one-eyed dog followed Kiba and Neji to the kennel. They stopped in front of a kennel holding three large wolf like dogs. There tails started wagging.

"What are their names?" asked Neji.

Kiba smiled. This was a small first step in Neji trying to give their relationship a chance. Kiba would happily take it.

"Their names are Chonan, Jinan, and San. They are my sister's dogs", said Kiba.

He let the three dogs out of the kennel. The group started on their walk. Kiba couldn't help staring at Neji. He looked happy and relaxed. Kiba even took the risk of holding Neji's hand. To his surprise his husband allowed him. This contact made it so much easier to read for the both of them.

As they walked the two of them asked questions. They were simple small talk questions, but it was start. One day they would get to the tougher questions, but right now they just wanted to enjoy themselves.

"Hello cousin", said Hanabi.

Instead of releasing Kiba's hand Neji's hold became tighter. The ninken responded the their masters' tense emotions. They started growling.

"Looks like your husband is taking his new bitch for a walk. It seems like you fit right in Neji", said Hanabi.

"Why you litte-

"Kiba, don't", said Neji.

Kiba listened, but he didn't understand why Neji wouldn't allow him to defend him. It was his job as an alpha to protect his mate.

"As stone faced as ever I see. One day I'll be able to break that mask Neji", said Hanabi before disappearing.

"I don't understand why you take that", said Kiba.

"I'm used to it", said Neji.

"You shouldn't be used to being insulted like that. And if you are so used why do I feel your pain?" asked Kiba.

Neji released Kiba's hand.

"I don't want talk about it", said Neji.

For the rest of the day Neji hardly spoke a word. His icy demeanor set Kiba on edge. He was so close his mate, but so far at the same time. Kiba managed to get Neji to fall asleep on a couch in the main house. He couldn't understand why his mate was tired. Neji was curled up in a ball with his face nuzzled closely to Kiba's neck. He tensed when he heard someone come into the living room. Kiba calmed when he saw it was his mother.

"What happened? He seemed so happy before", whispered Tsume.

"Everything was okay until his youngest cousin made an unwelcome appearance. She insulted the both of us yet he didn't respond", said Kiba.

"That's how the Hyuga Clan responds insults. They hold it in. If they do seek revenge they go about it passive-aggressively", said Tsume.

He ran his fingers through Neji's hair. Kiba was rewarded with Neji cuddling closer to his neck.

"Dinner will be ready in an hour", said Tsume.

Akamaru whined and started licking Neji's hand.

"He'll be okay, boy", said Kiba.

In all honesty Kiba was unsure about his mate's condition. Soon it was time for dinner.

"Neji",

He slowly woke.

"Why did you wake me?" he asked.

"You haven't eaten since breakfast. I thought you would be hungry", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head and followed Kiba to the dinner table. Tsume cooked a wonderful meal, but he couldn't eat. He moved his food around his plate. His mood ruined whatever appetite he could of have. He suffered through the awkward silence.

"Are you okay, Neji?" asked Tsume.

"I'm fine", he said.

Neji's cool demeanor was driving Kiba insane. He only ate a few bites before he gave up on dinner.

"Thanks for cooking, mom", said Kiba before he left the table with his mate and went home.

They took a seat on their couch. Even though Neji was only a few feet away Kiba felt like they were miles apart. His submissive was sending waves of hate, depression, and sadness through their link. What did he do deserve such pain?

"Neji",

His mate's gaze left the book he was reading. Those white eyes sent the most painful glare in his direction. He felt like a failure as an alpha. Frustration started building in his stomach.

"I don't want to talk to you", said Neji.

"What did I do? Tell me what I did?" asked Kiba.

Neji's cold demeanor was driving him insane.

"Leave me alone", he hissed.

Kiba's anger flooded over. His mate didn't even take notice, which was even more agitating. He dug his claws into the armrest. Enough he couldn't play nice. He got up from the couch, jerking Neji from his seat.

"What are you doing?" asked Neji.

He was in no mood for Kiba's games. His hand wrapped around the ribbon and pulled his husband back down on the couch.

"I want to shower", said Kiba said as he got back up tugging Neji up with him.

"I don't want to", said Neji.

Kiba moved forward to the bathroom and turned on the shower.

"Please don't make this more difficult than it has to be", said Kiba as he moved toward the bathroom.

Neji backed away, until he was pressed against the bathroom wall. He chose this time to strike. Kiba caught his fist.

"I won't hurt you Neji. Why can't you understand that?" said Kiba.

Neji didn't respond. The look in his eyes reminded Kiba of a cornered animal. Neji tried attacking again, when Kiba stepped closer. He caught his fist and pulled his mate into an embrace. Neji tried freeing himself.

"Stop", said Kiba in a firm tone.

As soon as Kiba said those words Neji's body went still.

"Shit!" growled Kiba.

Neji was in a panic. He couldn't breath. What's happening? Why can't he move? His muscles refused to respond to him. Kiba's hold on him weakened.

"I'm sorry you can move", said Kiba in a gentle tone.

Neji regained control over his body. Kiba allowed him to move away from him.

"What did you to me?" asked Neji.

He couldn't help a small tremor from traveling up spin.

"You can't disobey a direct order from me", said Kiba.

His eyes widened. He must have misheard.

"The bond won't let you disobey a direct order from me", said Kiba.

Kiba hoped Neji would get angry and show his emotions. He hoped his mate would release all those feelings he'd been bottling up over the years. But instead he forced himself into a cool anger.

"So much for us being equals", said Neji.

The ice in Neji's voice made Kiba feel sick.

"If you ever use this against me, I will kill you", said Neji.

Then insult him hit. An unbelievable rage filled him. He'd never felt like this before. His hands fisted.

"Are you saying I would take advantage of this? I promised you I would never harm you!" snarled Kiba.

"Yes, you've taken advantage!" screamed Neji.

"What kind of man do you take me for?!" yelled Kiba.

"You're the kind of beast who raped me, when I was defenseless", shouted Neji.

Kiba's alpha instincts took over. He snarled. His urges made him crave to subdue his mate in every way. Neji had to know his place as a submissive.

"We are taking a shower now", said Kiba.

"No",

This wasn't the same Kiba from the morning. The man who stood in front of him was a monster. A gut instinct told him to bare his neck and behave then the normal Kiba would return. No, he was not going to play into the role Kiba wanted. He stood his ground.

"I said no Kiba", said Neji.

"Shut up", commanded Kiba.

With those two words Neji lost his ability to speak.

"Come", said Kiba.

His voice was calmer, but still held a dangerous tone it. He followed Kiba to the door of the shower. When he tried taking his clothes, Neji swatted away his hands.

"Be still", ordered Kiba.

Neji's body did as told. He shut his eyes as Kiba's large hands stripped them of their clothes. His eyes opened when he felt Kiba nipping and licking at his jaw. He sighed and started calming. The moment was ruined when he was yanked into the shower. The water was warm and it was a short distraction from his fear. It soaked their bodies.

Kiba licked his lips as he watched water travel down his mate's body. He lathered his hands with soap and slowly started washing his mate. When his submissive moved away from him. He pulled him close again. His eyes were focused on the beautiful neck. He started nipping at Neji's neck.

Neji's body relaxed as Kiba's lips kissed his neck. It might have felt wonderful, but he didn't want this. He gave a pitiful whimper. This small sound was enough to snap Kiba back to reality. He realized what he'd done. Neji was right he was a beast. He'd taken advantage of his dominant status in their relationship.

"I'm so sorry Neji. I never meant to do this", whispered Kiba.

Neji gave him no response. He turned off the water and led his mate out of the shower. Neji stood naked in front of him shivering. He bit the inside of his cheek to stop himself from being aroused. Kiba wrapped a towel around that narrow, but beautiful waist. Then he dried Neji's soft long hair.

"You can move", said Kiba.

He sighed, when he saw Neji's muscles unwound. Kiba waited for his mate's response.

"Neji",

He forced another pitiful whine from his lips. Kiba didn't understand. He whimpered, before pointing to his throat.

"Oh, sorry my love you can speak", said Kiba.

He braced himself for a well-deserved punch, but it never came. This made Kiba nervous. He wanted to see some sign of emotion from his mate anything to show him his mate wasn't emotionally dead.

"Neji?"

His mate came out of his haze. They dressed for bed in complete silence. Kiba sat with Neji at the end of the bed. Kiba couldn't take his eyes off his mate. He pulled Neji into his lap.

"Why?" he asked.

"I gave into my instincts as a dominant. You pushed me so far that it brought it out of me. My urge to subdue you took over me", said Kiba.

"So you're blaming me", said Neji.

"No, I'm not blaming you. I'm blaming my own stupidity and lack of control", said Kiba.

He started running his fingers through Neji's hair.

"Please don't ever challenge me when I'm like that. If I ever hurt you again it would kill me. Neji if there's a problem tell me don't attack and scream at me", said Kiba.

Neji nodded his head. Kiba couldn't help noticing how dull Neji's eyes were. What had he done? He watched as his mate slowly closed his eyes.

"I'm so sorry Neji", he said.

The next morning the priest untied the ribbon.

"You can go Neji", said Kiba.

He knew his mate needed space and time. Neji vanished in a puff of smoke.

"What happened between you and him?" asked Tsume.

"My damn alpha instincts took over. And now he's broken", said Kiba.

"He's not broken. Neji is damaged, but it can be repaired with time. He'll be different for a few days maybe a week", said Tsume.

"What do you mean?" asked Kiba.

"To counter the stress of a dominant's command the submissive mate's brain floods with serotonin, endorphins, and other chemicals", said Tsume.

"Do you think I should have followed him?" asked Kiba.

"No he needs his space. His brain will only release those hormones, when you are near, so trust can rebuilt quickly", said Tsume.

Neji walked through the village and stopped when he reached the Hokage's Residence. He can pick up his paycheck. Kakashi took over as hokage.

"Neji, I wasn't expecting to see you so soon. I thought you'd be enjoying your honeymoon", said Kakashi.

Neji shuttered. He brushed off the idea.

"I thought I would pick up my paycheck", said Neji.

"All you need to do is sign for", said Kakashi.

Neji quickly signed his name.

"Neji",

"Yes, you signed your name wrong", said Kakashi.

He had written his Neji Hyuga not Neji Inuzuka. He quickly rewrote his name. Neji was in no rush to return.

"Neji!"

It was Lee.

"Yes Lee", he answered.

"Do you want to train with me?" asked Lee.

Lee would want to train for hours. That meant plenty of time away from Kiba.

"Yes",

Kiba was pacing nervously around the house. It was ten at night and Neji still hadn't come home.

"Go home Kiba. He will come back soon enough", said Tsume.

Kiba did as told. He was relieved to his mate sitting on the couch reading.

"I can sleep on the couch if you want", offered Kiba.

"That won't be necessary", said Neji.

"I'm sorry Neji. You have no idea how sorry I am. Please forgive me", begged Kiba.

Neji got up.

"I'm going to bed. Training with Lee was exhausting", said Neji.

"Get some rest", said Kiba.

Neji settled into bed. He took a few minutes to read, before turning off the lights. As soon as his head hit the pillow he was out. Kiba watched as his mate settled down. Akamaru pulled on his pant leg. The two of them settled for dinner. He felt horribly lonely, even with the company of his loyal friend.

When he entered the bedroom, he saw his mate tossing and turning in bed. Neji was whining for him. Kiba entered his bed. He started licking the mark he placed on his mate's soft neck successfully soothing his mate. He wrapped his arms around Neji's waist.

He loved how open and affectionate his mate was in his sleep. Neji turned in his sleep, so he was facing Kiba. The dog ninja smiled when his love nuzzled closely to his neck. He could get used to this. Kiba ran his fingers through that wonderfully soft brown hair. Akamaru barked and Neij groaned.

"Shh you'll wake him", said Kiba.

He carefully moved him, so there would be room for the giant white dog.
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* * *

><p>Neji woke in Kiba's warm embrace. His face was nuzzled to Kiba's neck. The smell of earth, dogs, and fresh air clung to Kiba's skin. It was a wonderful scent. He was surprised that he never caught on to it before. His body and mind were both in agreement in not wanting to leave the bed. He nuzzled closer to Kiba's neck. His husband's arms pulled him even closer. Neji closed his eyes. Only to open them again when Akamaru licked his faced. The powerful smell of doggy breath hit his nose. The large dog started whining. He must have to go the bathroom. Neji forced himself from bed.<p>

"Akamaru", called Neji.

It was peaceful walk. Normally he'd go alone, but there was something nice about having quiet company. Maybe he should have gotten dog. They had been walking for a while. Kiba might be getting worried.

"Why do I even care if he's worried?"

Akamaru nudged against his leg.

"Sorry",

The large dog licked his fingertips.

"It's odd seeing someone besides Kiba walking Akamaru",

It was Shino. He was in tree out of plan sight.

"He had to go so I took him out", said Neji.

"It might seem that way, but it says a lot that Akamaru came to trust you this quickly", said Shino.

"Goodbye Shino",

Neji couldn't help thinking there could be something to what Shino said. He'd never seen anyone else walk Akamaru. Shino was right this meant a lot. Kiba wouldn't trust anyone to take care of his dog. He went back to the house. It didn't surprise him to see his husband was still asleep. Neji went back to the kitchen and saw Akamaru sitting by the fridge. He opened the fridge and took out the meal Kiba prepared for Akamaru last night and placed in front of the dog. After that he made his own breakfast.

Kiba woke and saw his mate was missing from his bed. He walked into living room and saw Akamaru sitting with Neji on the couch. His head was on Neji's lap. Kiba couldn't help being jealous of his dog.

"I've already fed and walked him. I hope you don't mind", said Neji as he looked up from his book.

"Why would I mind? It's nice to see you two getting along so well", said Kiba.

He sat down in the small space left on the couch.

"Why does he like me? He hardly even knows me", said Neji.

"He knows you are extremely important to me, so that makes you important to him", said Kiba.

"That simple", said Neji.

"Yes", said Kiba.

An uneasy quiet settled between the two of them. Akamaru decided to break it by farting.

"God, Akamaru give guy some warning before unleash something like that", said Kiba.

Neji gave a soft laugh. Kiba joined in his husband's laughter. Good boy Akamaru.

"I think I could love dogs", said Neji.

Kiba's smile grew wider. He caught his mate's hidden meaning.

"I need time and patience", said Neji.

Kiba has never been a patient person, but he was willing to be patient for his mate.

"I can do that", said Kiba.

There was a knock on the door.

"That's Hinata I told her I would train with her", said Neji.

Kiba nodded his head and Neji went off with Hinata.

"Looks like I might have a chance Akamaru, but for the moment he seems to enjoy your company more than mine. That will change. I want you to be friendly to him even if him and I are fighting", said Kiba.

Akamaru nodded his head. His master's happiness was all he wanted. He knew Kiba's happiness was dependent on how things went with his bitch. After his master ate they started training.

Neji spent hours training with Hinata. She'd improved greatly, since the day they first fought against each other. His cousin was no longer a weakling little girl. She actually posed a challenge to him, while training.

"Let's take break", said Hinata.

They sat on the small deck and relaxed. Neji started fiddling with his wedding ring.

"Neji",

He looked over at his cousin.

"You know Kiba will always be loyal to you", said Hinata.

"I never thought he wouldn't", said Neji.

He'd never doubted Kiba's loyalty. Neji never even saw Kiba look at another man or woman. Even though he was causing him such pain.

"What are you getting at?" asked Neji.

"He loves you", said Hinata.

"That's not true. He only feels that way because of our bond", said Neji.

"So what", she said.

He glared at Hinata.

"It's not like what you and Naruto have", said Neji.

"Yes, it is. Do you think Kiba chose you as his mate at random?" said Hinata.

"I was in the right place at the wrong time", said Neji.

"That's not true and you know it", said Hinata.

Neji ignored her. Why does he have to be so stubborn? Why won't he allow himself to be loved?

"Do you want to know a secret?" asked Hinata.

Neji would do anything to get off this subject. He nodded his head.

"Kiba has had a crush on you for years", said Hinata.

He couldn't hide his surprise.

"Why?" he asked.

Hinata smirked now she has his interest.

"He loves your personality, strength, and looks", said Hinata.

"How can you be so sure?" asked Neji.

"Kiba is like a brother to me, so reading him is easy. The way he talked about you made it so clear. He told me that if both of you made it through the war he would tell you how he felt", said Hinata.

He had no idea Kiba felt that way. Now that he looked back on it explained a good amount of Kiba's action before the incident.

"How long has he felt that way?" asked Neji.

"Since he first set eyes on you", said Hinata.

"Eight years?" asked Neji.

He couldn't believe Kiba felt that way for so long.

"Why would he want me after want I did to you? If you him are truly like siblings he should have never forgiven me", said Neji.

"He saw your suffering as clearly as I did", said Hinata.

He frowned. That suffering he held in such secrecy was known by more than. He thought he'd kept it well hidden.

"Was it that obvious?" he asked.

"No not many noticed. You kept everything so bottle up and your face so expressionless at times it made it almost impossible for someone to read. The only reason Kiba could tell is that he had such strong feelings for you", said Hinata.

"That doesn't explain why he kept such powerful feelings for me. I nearly killed you, Hinata. How could he forgive me after I did such a thing?" asked Neji.

"I forgave you, but Kiba was torn up. Holding a grudge against someone love extremely painful and I hated seeing you in such pain. I told him I already forgave you and that he should too", said Hinata.

"Why would you do that? You had no reason to?" asked Neji.

"I care about you and Kiba even then when things were rough. I thought he could make you happy. You've gone through so much sadness and agony in your life I thought you deserved a chance for love", said Hinata.

That could have been true if the incident didn't happen. But now love seems impossible.

"Would you have given him a chance before?" asked Hinata.

"I'm not sure", said Neji.

He looked at the clock. It was getting late.

"I should be getting home", said Neji.

When he returned home he showered. Kiba hadn't returned from his training yet. Neji didn't feel like staying in the house, so he went outside to the garden and sat down in the soft grass. He closed his eyes. They opened, when someone licked his face. He thought it would be Akamaru, but it was Kuromaru.

"You seem to be feeling better", said Tsume.

He nodded his head.

"We need to get you a dog", said Tsume.

"Mrs-

"No you call me Tsume or mom", she said.

He hadn't called anyone mom since he was a child.

"I don't need a dog", said Neji.

"Yes, you do. Every member of this clan has a dog even the ones who married into family have one. Kiba will help you pick one out", said Tsume.

Kiba appeared next to his mom. Neji allowed Kiba to take his hand as they went to the pound. Hana was waiting for them there.

"I've picked the dogs I thought best for you", said Hana.

As they walked through the pound they passed kennels Neji stopped in front of one. It held a scared up Rottweiler. Those sweet brown eyes told a sad story. He fell for the dog. Her short tail started wagging. She licked his fingers through the cage. Hana and Kiba hadn't noticed that he didn't follow them.

Kiba stopped when didn't hear Neji following them. He saw Neji smiling as he pet a dog through he kennel door. Kiba walked over to see what dog caught Neji's interest. Both Kiba and Hana were surprised at the attraction.

"What about this one?" asked Neji.

"I'm surprised you'd be interested in her. No one has ever wanted her, because she's a former fighter. Her appearance doesn't help either. Sadly, we might have to put her down because she's taking up space", said Hana.

"I don't mind. Can you let her out?" asked Neji.

Hana opened the door of the kennel. The dog didn't jump she quietly trotted over and sat by Neji's side. He ran his fingers through her fur and she leaned into his leg. Akamaru approached her and she licked his muzzle.

"Can I take her?" asked Neji.

"Of course", said Hana.

"What are you going to name her?" asked Kiba.

"Shine", said Neji.

"Wait, outside Neji. I'll fill out the paperwork", said Hana.

He nodded his head. Shine followed after her master.

"His choice says a lot about him. Shine will help drawl out his personality. But now you're competing against Akamaru and Shine for Neji's affection", said Hana.

"I'm just happy he's happy", said Kiba.

"It looks like Akamaru likes Shine too. Maybe there will be puppies soon", said Hana.

The large dog whined.

"I don't think Akamaru is ready to be father yet", said Kiba.

"What about you then? When will I have a little niece or nephew?" asked Hana.

"Not anytime soon", said Kiba.

He sighed. In all honesty he would rather have a child sooner rather than later, so he wouldn't have to undergo heat every other month, but he was willing to go through it for his love.

Neji waited for Kiba outside. His new dog licked at his fingers. He smiled at her. What is taking Kiba? His husband finally made his appearance. They made their way home. Neji didn't plan on staying for long. To his surprise Kiba didn't ask where he was going. Kiba sighed as he watched his mate walk off with Shine. The two looked very happy. He groaned yet again he was jealous of a dog. He needed to fine something to distract himself. Akamaru barked at him.

"Yes of course I want to be with him", said Kiba.

Maybe his master needed a nudge in the right direction. He would also love an excuse to be near that pretty Rottweiler. Akamaru moved him behind Kiba and pushed him in the direction Neji traveled.

"Just because I want to be with him Akamaru doesn't mean I should. He needs his space", said Kiba.

The large dog shook his head in frustration. He couldn't understand it. If want to be with your bitch be with your bitch. What was so complicated about that? Why must human mating rituals be so complicated?

Neji sat in the soft grass. Shine rested by his side. The cool breeze gently caressed his body. He closed his eyes and enjoyed the feel. Neji lost track of time. He hadn't felt this tranquil for some time. He didn't feel depressed or hopeless instead he felt at peace. A part of knew this peace wasn't real it was only caused by his bond with Kiba. After the stress of these past days he would accept it fake or not.

Kiba stumbled upon Neji and Shine, while walking Akamaru. His mate looked so at peace and so elegant. The breeze carried Neji's alluring scent toward him. He took a deep breath. His gaze traveled to Akamaru. Had his loyal friend led him, while he wasn't paying attention.

Neji opened his eyes, when he sensed he was being watched. He turned his head slightly and saw Kiba. His husband was staring at him with a gentle gaze. He didn't seem like a danger. Kiba wouldn't be foolish enough to try something out in the open. He sighed.

"Kiba, you can join me", said Neji.

He smiled and quickly joined Neji. Kiba took a seat in arm's reach to his mate. He smirked, when Akamaru cuddled closely to Shine. Lucky dog. He inched his hand closer to Neji's. His fingers caressed his submissive's hand. He was stunned, when felt Neji open their bond slightly. This was a massive step in the right direction. Kiba turned to face his mate. Neji's cheeks were flushed a light shade of pink.

"What are you staring at?" he asked.

"Nothing", said Kiba.

He took great pleasure in being able to touch his mate. The sun was setting and it was starting cool.

"We should go in side", said Kiba as stood up.

Neji shook his head.

"Aren't you cold?" asked Kiba.

Neji simply shook his head no again. Kiba stood beside his mate. He took a few seconds just to admire his mate, so beautiful. Kiba couldn't believe this handsome man was his mate and husband. He wanted to hold him. Neji didn't mind a caress. Maybe he wouldn't mind a little more contact. Kiba decided to push his luck. He sat down behind his mate. His arms pulled Neji so he sat between his legs with his back to his chest. He gave it a few second and prepared for any incoming attack. Neji was still tense, but he didn't struggle. He wrapped one of his arms around mate's waist.

"I refuse to leave you in this weather. I'll have to keep you warm", said Kiba.

A small smile crossed his mate's lips. He felt his heart melt, when he saw that smile. This was paradise for him. His cheek rested against Neji's head. He kept breathing in his mate's intoxicating scent. By some miracle he didn't get a hard on, which would have ruined the spell.

The only thing that could make the moment better was if his mate was under the influence of chemical. Right now Neji was high on his own hormones. This was part of the process to help Neji get over his shock. He shouldn't be complaining who knows when he'll get a chance like this again. Instead of question or judging it any further he decided to enjoy it. He nuzzled his nose into his mate's silky hair. With his free hand he started running his fingers through those locks. Neji sighed and relaxed further in his arms. Encourage by his mate's reaction Kiba started massaging Neji's scalp.

Neji was in heaven. No one ever touched his hair like this before. He gave a soft moan. His cheek warmed, when he heard himself make such a noise. He brushed off his embarrassment and closed his eyes.

Kiba nearly lost it, when he heard his mate moan. Somehow he managed to stay calm. Thankfully Neji remained quiet for the rest of the time. He wanted to taste his mate. Kiba moved Neji's hair away from his neck. He started kissing his mate's pale neck. Neji flinched. He raised his shoulder to shield his neck. Kiba pulled away and rested is head against Neji's cheek. He started running his fingers through his mate's hair. His submissive dropped his defenses and his shoulders went at ease.

Once again the couple didn't know they were be observed. Hanabi smirked, when she saw them. Once again her cousin was further disgracing their clan. She couldn't wait to tell her grandfather what she saw, but it would have to wait till morning. She ran off.

Kiba couldn't help smiling at the being in his arms. Those white eyes were lidded and showed know signs of protest. The scene was ruined, when Kiba's stomach decided to growl.

"What you think about going out for ramen to night?" asked Kiba.

"Sure", said Neji.

Tsume was surprised, when she heard a knock on the door. She wasn't expecting anyone. The boys were out so she didn't have to cook. She answered the door and saw it was Hinata.

"Hinata what are you doing here? Neji and Kiba aren't here", said Tsume.

"Oh, well I just came to check on Neji. I guess since he's not here I'll go home", said Hinata.

"No, stay awhile", said Tsume.

They sat down in the living room.

"What do you want to talk about?" asked Hinata.

"Can you tell me about Neji?" asked Tsume.

"What do you want to know?" asked Hinata.

"Everything", said Tsume.

"Okay", said Hinata.

There conversation went on for hours. Hinata only kept few parts hidden.

"What about his relationship with your grandfather?" asked Tsume.

That was one of the topic Hinata was trying to avoid.

"By your expression I can tell it isn't a pleasant subject", said Tsume

"That's an understatement", said Hinata.

"Tell me why", said Tsume.

"Well since Neji is of the second branch he's been treat differently from me and my sister since he was born. The cruelty increased when my uncle died. Somehow grandfather reasoned that Hizashi's death was how related Neji. Years of emotional abuse had it affect. Neji became the master of the emotionless mask and well you saw him during the chunin exam", said Hinata.

"How could anyone treat a child like that?" asked Tsume.

"Grandfather never saw Neji as a child. He saw him as weapon to protect the main branch. When he was deprived of his mother he lost one of the few people who loved him. That's why it's difficult for him to believe someone can truly love him", said Hinata.

"That explains a lot", said Tsume.

"I should be heading home", said Hinata.

Tsume walked her to the door.

"Thank you Hinata", said Tsume

"You're welcome", said Hinata before she left for him.
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* * *

><p>Weeks went by and life for the new couple was going well. They attended their friends' weddings together and actually enjoyed themselves. With each passing week Neji would give in a little. Kiba was happy and impressed by the slow progress his husband was making. He was over joyed when his mate had actually agreed to dance with him during Hinata's wedding to Naruto.<p>

Hanabi was grew more and more disgusted with her cousin's growing affection toward the dog boy. Her grandfather entrusted her with task of breaking to couple a part, so there be no chance of the Inuzuka Clan obtaining the Byakugan. At the rate the two were going it would only be a matter of time before Neji was knocked up with the mutt's baby.

Now the couple was on walk and unaware they were being watched. Kiba enjoyed the small delight of holding his mate's hand. Shine started growling and Akamaru soon followed her lead.

"What's gotten into you two?" asked Kiba.

He sniffed the air and caught the scent that was agitating the dogs. It was Hanabi's scent. He hardly kept himself from growling. Kiba hated the girl. Calling her bitch would be an insult to female dogs. Her words had a powerful affect on his mate.

"Let's take another path", said Kiba.

Neji didn't know what caused this change, but he made no argument. They came to a clearing. Neji and Shine sat down and watched Kiba and Akamaru chase after each other. Normally he enjoyed watching the large dog and Kiba play, but something was bothering him. What caused the sudden change in their walk? Every time they've gone out they've taken the same route. Byakugan. He searched back to the path they were originally on. There he saw Hanabi. He was grateful to avoid his grandfather's pet. Kiba played with Akamaru for an hour, before they joined him and Shine. The two dogs huddled closely together. The two of them got along well. It wouldn't surprise him if Shine had puppies soon enough.

"Thank you",

"No problem", said Kiba.

Neji rested his head on Kiba's shoulder. He was pulled into Kiba's lap. A slight flurry of fear hit him, but it subsided. He allowed Kiba to hold him. Neji rested his head against his husband's strong chest. He gave content sigh as Kiba ran his fingers through his hair. This is nice. He would admit this, but he enjoyed being held like this it made him feel safe.

Kiba was over joyed with the physical contact. Neji hadn't allowed him to hold him like this, since he got Shine. This time his mate was doing it out of his own free will. He wasn't high on feel good hormones. Kiba continued running his fingers through his mate's hair. Both he and Neji enjoyed it. He was reward with Neji snuggling closer to him. Kiba breathed in his mate's scent.

"Kiba?"

"Hmm",

"Why didn't you tell me about your feelings me before all this?" asked Neji.

Kiba's face went red.

"Hinata told you", he said.

Neji nodded his head and awaited an answer.

"I was terrified of you rejecting me", said Kiba.

"If you asked I would have been open to it", said Neji.

Kiba was shocked. To make sure he hadn't misheard he lifted Neji's chin, so he could look into his mate's eyes. There was no deception. He gently kissed his mate's nose.

Neji found himself unsatisfied. He leaned forward and placed a brief kiss on Kiba's lips. He couldn't help laughing, when he saw Kiba's surprised expression. Their lips approached for another kiss.

"KIBA!"

Naruto was hanging upside down from a tree.

"Naruto what the fuck? Can't you see we are in the middle of something!" snarled Kiba.

"Were you two about to kiss?" asked Naruto with raised eyebrow.

Neji gracefully got up from Kiba's lap.

"Naruto, it seems like your sensei's pervy ways rubbed off on you. Kiba, I'm going to the library if you need me", said Neji.

Shine followed her master. Naruto jumped down from the tree. Kiba grabbed him by the collar and forced him against a tree.

"WHY THE FUCK DID YOU INTERRUPT US!" yelled Kiba.

"There's no reason to get so angry. You can kiss him all you want when you get home", said Naruto.

If only that were true thought Kiba. It would be weeks before Neji would allow him to get that close again. For him to feel those soft wonderful lips on his again it might be months or even longer. Probably much longer.

"Shouldn't you be with Hinata", said Kiba.

"She's on a mission with Shino", said Naruto.

"So why did you interrupt me?" asked Kiba.

"I thought you would want to train", said Naruto.

"Couldn't you have trained with anyone else?" asked Kiba.

"All of them are on missions and Sakura would kill me if I interrupted her and Sasuke", said Naruto.

"So you chose to interrupt Neji and me instead. Since I have nothing better to do now I'll train with you. If you ever interrupt me and my husband again you'll regret it", said Kiba.

"Point taken", said Naruto.

Neji walked with Shine to the library. He stopped at the front door.

"Stay here I'll be back in a few minutes", said Neji.

He went in and checked out three books. Shine was waiting outside for them. She followed him back to their house. Neji sat on the couch. Shine jumped up to join him. He touched his fingertips to his lips. The warmth of Kiba's lips had long since left his. He wanted it back. Shine licked his face distracted him from his thought. He scratched behind her ear and then picked up a book. His attention left his book when he heard the front door open.

"Kiba?"

"Nope, guess again cousin", said Hanabi as she came into view.

"Why are you here?" asked Neji.

"Do I need a reason to visit?" asked Hanabi.

"Yes, now get out", said Neji.

Shine started growling.

"Call off your mutt", said Hanabi.

"I have all the right to set her on you. You're trespassing", said Neji.

"Grandfather sent me", said Hanabi.

Neji went rigid. He sighed.

"Outside",

Shine whined, but followed her master's commands. She lingered only inches away from the door waiting for any signs that her master might need her.

"Looks like you've trained one of your dogs now you just need to train the other", said Hanabi.

His hands fisted. He wanted to attack the girl, but since childhood it was engrained into him not to attack the main branch. He could do it under certain circumstances. In this situation he couldn't.

"Get to the point Hanabi", said Neji.

"You're making a mockery of our clan", said Hanabi.

"How so? I've done everything grandfather told me. Why can't you leave me alone? I'm not even part of your clan anymore", said Neji.

"As long as you have those eyes you are a part of out clan. Your slutty behavior isn't helping the way people perceive our clan", said Hanabi.

Slutty? He didn't understand what foolish cousin was saying.

"Do I really have to spell it out for you?" asked Hanabi.

"I don't know what you're talking about", said Neji.

"He raped you remember. Yet, all the mutt has to do is stroke your head and you purr like a kitten. I thought you had more dignity than that, but you've proven to be a disappointment to both grandfather and I. Tell me have you spread your legs for him yet? Did you let him mount and fuck you like the bitch you are?" said Hanabi.

Neji couldn't breathing. A wave of powerful emotions hit him hard. His mind was shutting off as way to escape the emotional chaos. Through all that chaos he had one clear ache. He wanted Kiba's comfort.

"Even though it's hard to believe you are Hyuga. Try to regain some of your former dignity", said Hanabi.

She almost giggled, when she saw Neji's expression. Grandfather would be proud of her. After this there's no way Neji would ever let Kiba near him again. That means no children.

Kiba went to his knees as he was hit by a powerful wave emotions coming from his mate. It was suffocating. What happen this to mate? Then as suddenly as it happened the emotions turned off. Naruto rushed to Kiba's side.

"Kiba are you alright?" asked Naruto.

"Neji, I have to get Neji", said Kiba.

He ran full speed back to his house. Kiba ripped the door of his house off its hedges.

"NEJI!" called Kiba.

He desperately awaited a response from his mate.

"There's no need to yell. He's in your bedroom", said Hanabi.

It was obvious she was the cause of his mate's distress. He slammed her against the wall.

"What did you do to him?!" growled Kiba.

Hanabi couldn't help being a little panicked. The person with his hand around her neck was more beast than man. He teeth lengthen and sharped. His eyes held a predator like glint to them. The grip on his on her throat only tightened.

"KIBA STOP!" yelled Naruto.

"No, she hurt my mate!" snarled Kiba.

Naruto managed to pry one of Kiba's arms away from Hanabi. When did Kiba get this strong? He'd never seen Kiba this angry before. Both of them were too distracted to hear a door sliding open.

"Kiba",

His head turned in the direction of the voice that called his name. Neji stood in front of him. His exterior was unharmed, but Kiba's concerns were the invisible emotional injuries. He couldn't tell how bad they were, since Neji closed off their link.

Neji couldn't help being a little satisfied seeing his cousin pinned against the wall and terrified. If this continues it will only bring disaster. He walked toward Kiba and placed his hand on his shoulder. One simple touch from him made Kiba's muscles ease.

"Please let her go", whispered Neji.

His mate's plea got through to him. Kiba slowly moved his hand away from the girl's neck. Hanabi took this chance to escape. Kiba's body returned to his normal state.

"Naruto, I would prefer if this event stayed between the three of us", said Neji.

Naruto nodded his head and left. Neji shut the front door the best he could.

"Did you have to break the down the door?" asked Neji in a cool tone.

Kiba couldn't sense his mate's emotions. Neji had put mental walls blocking their bond.

"Are you okay?" asked Kiba.

He tried touching Neji to get a better feel of what was going on with his mate.

"Don't touch me", said Neji.

Kiba stepped closer to his mate.

"Don't make me repeat myself Kiba", said Neji.

He backed away.

"Okay, can you at least tell me what happened?" begged Kiba.

He was desperate to figure out what was going on with his mate. Everything was going so well and now it's all gone to hell.

"It's nothing of your concern", said Neji.

"Yes, it is of my concern. I love you Neji if something is hurting you I want to help. Please let me do that", said Kiba.

"You'll be sleep on the couch", said Neji before walking into their bedroom.

The door only opened once more to allow Shine in. Kiba was beyond confused. He sat on the couch with his head in his hands. Akamaru licked his master's hand.

"I don't get it Akamaru. Everything was going so well and now it's ruined", said Kiba.

He needed help. Hinata should be back from her mission by now maybe she could give him some insight. He got up from the couch and knocked on the bedroom door.

"Neji, I'm going out for a bit. If you need anything tell my mom", said Kiba.

There was no answer. He ran out of house to search for Hinata. She managed to find him first by knocking into him at full speed. She was lying on top of him. Her faced turned a dark shade of red.

"Deep breath Hinata. There's no reason to be blushing like. Just get up. You're just the person I'm looking for actually", said Kiba.

He helped her from the ground.

"I was looking for you too", said Hinata.

"Why?" asked Kiba.

"I think it best if we talk about this somewhere more private", said Hinata.

Kiba nodded his head and they went off. They stopped when they were safely away from the village. The two of them sat underneath a tree.

"Why were you searching for me?" asked Kiba.

"Hanabi was in an unnaturally happy mood, so I questioned her about what happened", said Hinata.

"What did she say? Everything was going so well before she spoke with him", said Kiba.

"Part of the reason she why she said what she said was that it was going so well. He was letting himself fall for you Kiba. For the first time in a long time he was letting himself be loved. My grandfather's fear is your clan obtaining the Byakugan. If she successfully tore the two of you a part there would be no risk of that happening", said Hinata.

"She hurt her own family just to make sure a stupid bloodline trait would stay within your clan. What will happen when you get married Hinata? Will they try to damage your husband so badly he refuses to touch you?" asked Kiba.

His claws dug into the ground. This was the only safe way he could deal with his anger.

"No, Neji has it worse, since he's from the branch family. If he weren't able to have children with you than it wouldn't be as much of a problem", said Hinata.

"It isn't fair. He shouldn't have to suffer like this", said Kiba.

"I know. I wish it were different", said Hinata.

"What did she say to him" asked Kiba.

"You don't want to know", said Hinata.

"Tell me!" growled Kiba.

"She told him he was making a mockery of our clan. That he was weak for letting you near. I don't feel comfortable giving her exact wording", said Hinata.

"Please Hinata. I want to know what she said. It might help me figure out how to approach this. If I don't I might only make things worse", said Kiba.

"She reinforced the idea that you umm took Neji against his will. And that Neji allowing you to touch him was frowned upon", said Hinata.

Kiba gritted his teeth and forced down the anger he was feeling.

"How do I fix the damage she's done?" asked Kiba.

"You don't", she said.

He just stared at his teammate. How can she expect him not to try and help his mate?

"If you make the first move he'll reject or ignore you. He has to come to the idea himself. You have to be patient", said Hinata.

Kiba groaned. He only wanted his mate to be happy is that too much to ask for?

"Don't worry too much Kiba. He'll come around eventually", said Hinata.

"Thanks Hinata", said Kiba before leaving.

He went home. Neji locked himself in their bedroom. He approached the door.

"Neji, please come out I want to talk", pleaded Kiba.

No answer.

"I love you Neji"

He walked away from the bedroom door. Kiba made himself comfortable on the couch. Who knows how long he would be sleeping here? Two weeks went by excoriating slowly. He needed some time away from the house. Akamaru followed him. He felt like shit. The fact that he was failing as an alpha was eating away at him.

"Kiba",

It was Kurenai and her daughter, Mirai. He smiled and walked toward them.

"Kibamaru! Akakiba!" yelled the little girl as she came running toward him.

Kurenai watched as Kiba picked up her daughter. She happily laughed in his arm. He looked happy on the outside, but she knew something was wrong. Kiba put down Mirai. She hugged her student tightly. When she pulled away, Kiba gave her a weak smile.

"What are you doing up this early?" she asked.

"Couldn't sleep. The couch doesn't make for the best bed", said Kiba.

"Why are you sleeping on the couch?" asked Kurenai.

Kiba flinched. The last thing he wanted to talk about was his marital problems. His sensei took his hand and dragged him back to her house. She forced him into a chair.

"You are going to talk to me about this", said Kurenai.

"I really rather not", said Kiba.

"I know what happened between you and Neji on that mission. Things seemed to be going well. What happened?" she asked.

"It was a who happened. Hanabi ruined all the progress I made with him. She made him feel ashamed of his feelings for me. Now he won't let me anywhere near him. On his better days he only gives me the cold shoulder on the worst he sends such hateful emotions at me through our bond. I wouldn't mind it so much if I thought it made him feel better, but I think it might be hurting him some too", said Kiba.

"You really love him", said Kurenai.

"Of course I do if anyone says otherwise they're horribly mistaken", said Kiba.

"He'll come around", she said.

"Heh, Hinata said the same thing almost two weeks ago", said Kiba.

"She's right, but you have to remember how Neji was raised. Accepting love is extremely difficult for him. Give him time", said Kurenai.

She knew this was extremely difficult for her student and she hated seeing him like this. He'd never been the most patient person so this must be hell for him.

"He'll be worth the wait", said Kurenai.

He smiled.

"I know. I just want to wait to be over", said Kiba.

He said goodbye to his sensei and started his walk home. Who knows maybe today Neji would give a little? His breath was taken away when he was slammed against a cement wall. It was bushy brows. What the hell did he do to get on his bad side? He saw Tenten standing next to Lee.

"What did you do to our teammate?!" yelled Lee.

Kiba's ears were ringing.

"You don't have to yell!" he growled.

"Answer the question", demanded Lee.

"Would you believe me if I said nothing?" asked Kiba.

He wasn't going any further into than he had to. His mate would want him to keep things private.

"No, I would not", said Lee.

Neji came out of his bedroom and saw the couch was empty. He sighed he enjoyed finding the laughable positions Kiba and Akamaru would be in when he woke up. This time was proving difficult for him. He was aching. Maybe today he would give a little. His body needed it. He needed the comfort only Kiba could bring to him for a few minutes. The lack of sleep and stress were having an effect.

"Shine", he called.

His dog appeared by his side. They walked through the town. He tensed when he heard the voices of Kiba, Tenten, and Lee. This might be bothersome. When he arrived he saw Kiba against a wall with Lee pinning him in place.

"Lee",

All three of them turned to see Neji staring at them disapprovingly.

"Let him go", he said.

Both Kiba and Lee were equally stunned.

"But Neji", said Tenten.

"He's done nothing to me now let my husband go", said Neji.

Lee did as told. Kiba slowly approached his mate. He had no idea what to expect. Neji took his hand and walked in the direction of home. Kiba kept his pace slow, so he could hold Neji's hand longer.

"Are you okay?" asked Neji.

"I'm fine", said Kiba.

He heard his mate give a sigh of relief. Neji was worried for him. That was progress wasn't it? When they got home Kiba lost the physical touch. When looked at Neji it seemed like he was trying to make some kind of choice. Then it happened. Neji hugged him.

Neji nuzzled closely to his husband's neck breathing his scent. He tightened his grip around Kiba's waist when he didn't feel his arms around him. This eased the painful ache. He only needed a little while longer like this.

"Neji?"

He didn't an answer from his mate, but he really didn't care so much about the reason why. Right now he was just going to enjoy it. Neji pulled away. He let go and his mate disappeared in a puff of smoke. For dinner he decided to go to the main house. He poked at his dinner, but didn't touch it. Kiba had no appetite.

"Will Neji be joining?" asked Tsume.

Kiba shook his head.

"You look like shit little brother", said Hana.

He threw his fork at her. She caught it in between her fingers.

"What's wrong honey?" asked Tsume.

"Where should I start? Oh, my mate hates me, my back is killing me from sleeping on the damn couch, and top it all off I'm going into heat soon", said Kiba.

"Has he talked to yet?" asked Tsume.

"Only a few words. He's mastered the cold shoulder. This wouldn't have happened if that girl hadn't said those things. Everything was going so perfectly before her", said Kiba.


End file.
